Dokumentation av arbetsseminariet

OM EN SANNINGS- OCH
FORSONINGSPROCESS
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ROMERNA | SVERIGE



Den 25 juni 2008 arrangerade Delegationen for romska fragor ett arbetsseminarium
om en sannings- och forsoningsprocess och/eller en vitbok kring romernai Sverige
(det s.k. Vitboksseminariet) for att diskutera mojligheten att starta en sannings- och
forsoningsprocess kring de brott mot manskliga rattigheter som romernai Sverige

har utsatts for.

Hér foljer en dokumentation av dagens anféranden och diskussioner.
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PROGRAM 25 JUNI 2008

Arbetsseminarium om en sannings- och férsoningsprocess och/eller
en vitbok kring romerna i Sverige
Rotundan, Rosenbad kl. 9.00-17.30

Vénligen anmal er i receptionen vid stora ingangen Rosenbad 4. Ni kommer att lotsas upp till
Rotundan,
det ar darfor viktigt att inte komma efter kl. 9:00. Observera att foranmalan kravs.

8:30 Kaffe, te och smorgasar serveras

9:00 Inledande anférande av Maria Leissner, ordférande for
Delegationen for romska fragor.

9:15 Rosa Taikon, silversmed: En historisk éverblick éver
forfoljelserna av romer i Sverige.

10:00 Miranda Vuolasranta, vice ordférande fér the European
Roma and Travellers Forum: Romerna och manskliga
rattigheter i Europa.

10:30 Diskussion
11:00 Kaffe
11:30 Dick Oosting, Europe Director, International Center for

Transitional Justice, ICTJ, Bryssel: Vad &r en sannings- och
forsoningskommission? Vad kan sadana kommissioner
uppna — vilka ar riskerna?

12:30 Lunch

13:30 Julie Roy och Doug Kropp, Legal and Senior Counsel,
Justitiedepartementet, Kanada: Indian Residential Schools
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Canada.

14:15 Tove Skotvedt, Senior Adviser,
Arbetsmarknadsdepartementet: Norge och vitboken om
tvangssterilisering av resandef/tatere.

14:45 Diskussion om Kanadas och Norges erfarenheter.

15:30-15:40 Katri Linna, Ombudsman mot etnisk diskriminering (DO):
Forutsattningar for upprattelse — DO:s syn.

15:40-16:10 Kaffe

For speciellt inbjudna:

16:10 Sammanfattning och diskussion om hur arbetet ska ga
vidare.
17:30 Seminariet avslutas.



Sammanfattande seminarierapport:
Dags for en Vitbok och en Sannings- och
forsoningsprocess kring romernai Sverige?

Delegationen for romska fragor arrangeradei slutet av juni ett arbetsseminarium
for att diskutera mojligheten att starta en sannings- och for soningsprocess kring
de brott mot manskligaréattigheter som romernai Sverige har utsattsfor. Genom
att starta en for soningsprocess skulle en |&ng historia av forfoljelse och

utanfor skap kunna avslutas.

En viktig del av seminariet var att tadel av erfarenheter fran liknande processer, bland
annat fran Kanadas och Norge.

—Jag hoppas vi kan hitta en metod for att gora upp med osynliggdrandet av romerna,
sade Maria L eissner, ordférande for Delegationen for romska fragor.

Trots att romer bott i Sverigei 6ver 500 & fick de inte status som nationell minoritet
forran ar 2000. Under arhundradena har romerna fatt utsta diskriminering och
dvergrepp som satt djupa spar. Samma ar som erkdnnandet som nationell minoritet
kom bad den davarande &rkebiskopen K G Hammar om ursakt fér svenska kyrkans
rakning, medan den dévarande regeringen valde att skriva en ursakt, som riktade sig
till de resande, i en debattartikel i Expressen. Att dettainte var tillrackligt & manga
ense om och darfor kvarstar fragan: Hur ska svenska staten, majoritetssamhéllet och
romerna férsonas?

| sitt Oppningstal talade Maria Leissner bland annat om romernas situation i Europa,
bade om Forintelsen under andra véarldskriget, och de vergrepp i form av pogromer
som manga romer utsatts for an i dag. Procentuel It mordades lika manga romer som
judar i koncentrationslagren, anda &r det fa som kanner till detta. Det tog 40 ar for
Tyskland att be om ursdkt, men Tyskland &r inte den enda nationen med ett mérkt
forflutet. Ani dag &r det fleralander som nekar romerna deras manskliga réttigheter,
vilket exempel bland annat fran Kosovo och Italien visar.

— Antiziganismen & en del av Europas morka sida, sade Maria Leissner. Vi maste se
och erkanna den for att kunna gora nagot &t oréttvisorna.

Maria Leissner tog ocksa upp den strukturella och systematiska diskrimineringen i
Sverige. Till exempel att romer inte fick rostrétt forran pa 60-talet,
tvangssteriliseringar av romska kvinnor, rasistisk lagstiftning med mal att utesluta
romerna fran det svenska samhéllet, samt att romska barn lange nekades att ga i



skolan. En bild av att staten medvetet diskriminerade en av Sveriges aldsta minoriteter
vaxte fram.

En forsoningsprocess skulle, enligt Maria Leissner, inledas med att en sa kallad Vitbok
skulle skrivas. Vitboken skulle dokumentera historien, forfdljel serna och situationen
idag for romernai Sverige — och ge enskilda romer méjlighet att berdtta om egna
erfarenheter av 6vergrepp.

Né&r manniskorattsaktivisten och silversmeden Rosa Taikon visade bilder fran sitt liv
och talade om den rasism och de 6vergrepp som hon och hennes familj upplevt var det
manga bland dhdrarna som nickade och hummade instammande. Hon beréttade om
getton som romer tvingades bo i eftersom lagen forbjod dem att stanna pa en platsi
mer &n tre veckor, och om hur myndigheterna omhandertog romska barn med tvang.
En grynig svartvit OH-bild visade ett dokument fran 1923; ett dokument som héavdar
att zigenarnas inordnande i samhéllet &r ett ol6sligt problem och att det enda séttet att
|6sa det &r att begransa deras rorel sefrihet.

— Egentligen stér det att man ska gora livet sd outhardligt for romer sa att de lamnar
landet av sig alva, sade Rosa Taikon upprort.

Brott mot romernas manskliga réttigheter gick som en rod tréd genom hela seminariet.
Miranda V uolasranta, vice ordférande i European Roma and Travelers Forum och
projektledare for den finska Romadel egationen talade om hur verkligheten ser ut for
romer i Europai dag. Mangalever under oméanskliga forhalanden och barnen nekas
skolgang. Lite har forandrats sedan inkvisitionens tid menade hon. Rasism,
utanforskap och isolation uppmuntrar till antiziganism och det &r fa som erkénner
romernas lidande, trots att fakta finns. Trots att EU, OSCE och UNHCR har
producerat flerarapporter, och trots att EU har flera program med mdl att integrera
romerna, lever manga av Europas romer i misar. Mycket tid och pengar har spenderats
utan nagot tydligt resultat. Enligt Miranda V uolasranta ar problemet att politikernai
respektive lander & daliga pa att implementera den politik som & nodvandig for att
fOrbattra romernas situation.

— Till nu har vi varit offer fOr utrotning, integration, och assimilation. Nu &r det dags at
vi aktivt deltar i processen for att formulera en politik som hdller i langden, sade
Miranda V uolasranta

Ett sétt att géra ndgot &t situationen &r att inleda en férsoningsprocess.
Sanningskommissioner uppréttades forst i Sydamerika med mal att lyftafram
sanningen om oOvergreppen medborgarna genomlidit i bland annat Chile och
Guatemala. De sanningskommissioner som hittills uppréttats har framst varit inriktade
paatt taitu med dvergrepp mot ménskliga réttigheter som begétts under diktaturer och
inbordeskrig. Deras uppgift har bland annat varit att efter en konflikt fafram
sanningen samt att skapa ett klimat dér en fungerande demokrati kan byggas upp. Att



anvanda sanningskommissioner i andra sammanhang & ovanligt och darfor
nyskapande och maste utvecklas med tanke pa varje enskilt fall och trauma.

Dick Oosting fran International Center for Transitional Justice var pa plats for att
forklara vad en sanningskommission &r och hur den skulle kunna anpassastill en
forsoningsprocessi Sverige.

—Man kan inte sopa det forgangna under mattan, var hans budskap. Det kommer alltid
tillbaka, kanskei form av existentiellafragor som "Hur kan vi bygga ett demokrati skt
samhaélle med tanke det som varit?’

Om det, som i Sverige, finns olika bilder av det som hant ar det viktigt att skapa ett
sammanhang dér de olika bilderna kan métas och aven offren ges en rost, framhévde
Dick Oosting. Det handlar lika mycket om att fa fram sanningen som vad man gor
med den. Att upprétta en sanningskommission & en omstandlig process som tar tid
och kraver &tagande och engagemang. Darfor &r det viktigt att vi fragar oss vilken typ
av sanningskommission vill vi hai Sverige och vad malet skulle vara. Dick Oosting &
tveksam till en traditionell Sanningskommission i Sverige. Enligt honom &r det viktigt
att hitta en modell som passar det svenska samhaéllet och strukturen.

| Kanada har man gatt igenom processen att inrétta en sanningskommission kring de
Gvergrepp som begétts mot ursprungsbefolkningen dar. Tvajuridiska experter, Julie
Roy och Douglas Kropp, som varit med i processen beréttade om ett flera ar langt
arbete med undersokningar, forhandlingar och visst motstand innan man ens fick till
stand ett intresse for och ett beslut att inleda forsoningsprocessen.

Sannings- och forsoningskommissionen i Kanada &r inriktad pa " Residential schools”
(barnhemsskolor), dér indianernas barn placerades for att assimilerasi det

kanadensi ska samhéllet. Forutom att de tvangsomhandertogs och forbjods att tala sitt
sprék och larasig om sin kultur utsattes manga barn for olika sorters Gvergrepp.

Men malet med den kanadensi ska sanningskommissionen &r inte bara att fora fram
sanningen om Gvergreppen och fatill stand en férsoningsprocess, utan ocksa att forsta
de attityder, trossystem och strukturer som till&t att dvergreppen begicks éver huvud
taget. Darfor valde man i Kanada att gora sanningskommissionen till en del av ett
storre atgardspaket som dven omfattar en offentlig ursakt fran ansvariga myndigheter
och institutioner, samt kompensation i form av pengar. En ursékt framférdes av
regeringen den 1 juni 2008 och déarefter inledde kommissionen sitt omfattande arbete.

| Norge har regeringen bett om ursakt och kompensation har betalats ut till
tvangssteriliserade. Nu inleds ocksa en vitboksprocess. Liksom i Sverige tog det 1ang
tid innan man erkande romer som minoritet. 1999 bad den norska regeringen om
ursdkt samtidigt som resande/tatere fick status som nationell minoritet bland andra



minoriteter. Det var borjan pa en fragil forsoningsprocess som pagar én i dag. Tove
Skotvedt, fran arbetsmarknadsdepartementet i Norge, vittnade om att det tar tid att
forsonas; att erkanna orattvisor, be om ursakt och aterupprétta fortroende med den
utsatta gruppen.

— Det &r viktigt att myndigheterna ger romerna den tid de behdver for att skapa en
atmosfar av fortroende, sade Tove Skotvedt.

Hennesrad till Sverige gar att sasmmanfattai nagra punkter:

e Att regeringen &r redo att méta anklagel serna med ordentliga utredningar med
mal att finna och lyfta fram fakta om den diskriminering och de Gvergrepp som
Skett.

e Att regeringen erkénner sina misstag och sin skuld och ber om ursakt.

e Att romerna uppfattas som jamlika partnersi en dmsesidig dialog.

e Att det finnstid och tAlamod att ta de steg som kréavs, i rétt takt, for att nd
forsoning.

Seminariets sistatalare, diskrimineringsombudsman Katri Linna, fokuserade pa
dagens samhaélle och den diskriminering som romer méter i sin vardag. Hon menade
att tidigare lagreglerad rasism gor det svart &ven for dagens romer att tasig frami och
bli accepterade av majoritetssamhaéllet. For att bryta gamla monster och strukturer
behovs ny lagstiftning samt tydliga politiska beslut bade pa nationell och regional
niva.

—En ursakt &r ett forstasteg i en forsoningsprocess, men en ursakt utan atgarder kan
bara ses som annu ett svek, var Linnas budskap.

Text: Irini Mavroudis/Global Reporting



Transkribering av anforanden och inlagg som holls pa
svenska

Introduktion av Maria L eissner

Ni &r valdigt valkomnaallihop, till det hér arbetsseminariet for att diskutera om vi
behdver en sanningskommission eller en forsoningsprocessi Sverige for att starta ett
|akande av det s&r som finns mellan det svenska majoritetssamhaéllet och de svenska
romerna. Det vill sdga allaromerna, eftersom att vi sedan 8 ar tillbaka har ett officiellt
beslut pa att romer & en svensk minoritet. Skalet till att vi fran den svenska
delegationen for romska fragor vill gora det hér &r flera, och ett viktigt skal ar att
forfoljelsernamot romer i varlden, i Europaoch ocksdi Sverige inte verkar taslut.
Man trodde kanske att i de modernatider som vi lever och med den starka betoning pa
manskliga rattigheter som vi har inte minst i Europa och i Sverige att forfoljelserna av
romer skulle tillhtra det forflutna. Men sa & det inte.

For ndgra veckor sedan sa skakades hela Europa av vetskapen om vad som skedde i
Italien. Med pobelattacker mot ett romskt l1&ger i Italien, som gjorde att pogromer,
brander, forfoljelser och valdsattacker blev en vardag for de Europeiska romerna ar
2008.

Italien hade en mycket hatisk valkampanj i varas, dar romernai Italien till och med
utndmndes av den som sedan blev premidrminister till ”ondskans arme”.

Och nu forbereder man sérskilda lager i Italien riktade mot romer for att kunna kasta
ut framforallt romer som har kommit fran Rumanien i full enlighet med den fria
rorligheten i Europa. Det & en Oppen konfrontation med de gemensamma regler om
frihet som vi har satt upp mellan de europeiska landerna.

Nyfascistiska politiker i Italien har borjat tala om att ge romer ett eget hemland, man
kan inte |&ta bli att tanka pa de bantustans som apartheid i Sydafrika satte upp for den
svarta befolkningen for att dlippa ge dem fulla medborgerliga réttigheter.

For négra decennier sedan, eller jadet var nog pa 90-talet, néar Jorg Haider i Osterrike
drev en invandrar fientlig och rasistisk politik i manga stycken sablev det en enad
front i Europa. Man bestamde sig for att isolera den typen av politiker. Osterrike fick
fakannaav att Europas grundvérderingar handlar om att skydda demokratin och de
manskliga rattigheterna. Jag har svart att se nagon principiell skillnad mellan Jorg
Haiders uttalande och Berlusconis uttalanden. Och fragar, vad tanker Europa gora?

Men den Italienska hetsen mot romer &r ingen isolerad foreteelse. | Kosovo blev
romerna syndabockar nér serberna attackerade. Och man blev anklagad for att



samarbeta med serberna och darfor blev ocksa husen brénda, kvinnorna valdtagna och
barnen misshandlade.

| Tjeckien sa har ombudsbannen fér manskliga réttigheter hundratals fall av romska
kvinnor som har steriliserats mot sin vilja. Vi vet sedan lang tid tillbaka att romerna ar
inte bara den storsta minoritetsgruppen i Europa utan ocksa den som &r mest
diskriminerad och f6rfoljd.

Romer tvingas leva faktiskt bokstavligen talat pa avskrades hogar och i u-landsfickor.
Man kan ha svart att tdnka sig att det & Europa man finner sig i nér man kommer till
ett omrade i manga av de europeiska medlemslanderna dér det bor manga romer. Med
tanke pa de hoga siffrorna pa barnadodlighet, de enorma problem med forsorjning for
att overleva, fa mat for dagen, hd soproblem, kort medellivslangd och det faktum att
barnen &r utestangda fran normal skolgang. De vuxna &r ocksa utestangda fran
arbetsmarknaden genom en systematisk strukturell diskriminering.

Antiziganismen & tyvéarr en gammal europeisk tradition av det morkare slaget. Jag
brukar oftare siga att Europa har tva ansikten, ett morkt ansikte och ett ljust. Vi talar
oftast i hogtidstalen om det ljusa ansiktet. Om demokratin, friheten, solidariteten om
allt det som &r gott och fint. Men vi har ju ocksa som kontinent varit ursprunget till en
rad totalitéraideologier, till kolonialism och en rad olika varianter av rasism. Det
kallar jag for den morka sidan av Europa, som vi ocksd maste se och erkanna for att
den ljusa sa smaningom ska kunna segra.

Under andra vérldskriget sa vet vi att det mordades néra en halv miljon romer. Vi vet
att till procenttal av sin grupp s blev det lika manga romer forintade som judar.

Vi vet att [angt innan andra vérldskriget i de lagar som berdvade judar och romer sina
fri- och rattigheter s namndes romerna sarskilt och inte enbart judarna. Vi vet att det
har var en medveten strategi av nazisterna som hade nazistiska grunder. Anda dréjde
det upp till 40 & innan Tyskland erkande att romerna ocksa vart utsatta for en
forintel se under andra vérldskriget.

| Sverige sa har det varit en @&nnu langre process nér det géller att tatill ossvad som
hande under andra véarldskriget med romerna.

Vi hade tillsammans med Forum for levande historia och Etnografiska museet i vintras
en valdigt intressant premiarutstélining, kan man séga, for Sverige — aven om det var
en vandringsutstéllning som har visatsi flera andralander. Som fér mangablev en
O6gondppnare nér det galler den grad av forfdljel se som romerna upplevde under andra
varldskriget. Ocksa som offer har romer varit marginaliserade.

| utstallningen framgar till exempel att det bara var tva romer som kom med de vita
bussarnatill Sverige av alla de som raddades fran koncentrationslagren. S man kan
undra hur det egentligen stod till med varan svenska syn pavem det var som var offer
om vi kanske inte hade 6gonen helt 6ppna fér romernas situation.



10

Om vi tittar pa Sverige hur det har sett ut under 1900-talet sa har vi haft ett
invandringsforbud mellan 1914 och 1954 som effektivt utesténgde de romer som ville
och behdvde fly undan nazismen. Men som ocksa gjorde det omajligt for romer som
var svenska medborgare att besoka nagot annat land &n Sverige under detta sekel for
dafick man inte kommatillbakain.

Vilken medborgare far inte kommatillbakatill sitt eget land? Jo uppenbarligen, under
ett halvt sekel i Sverige den som &r rom. Pa 20-talet antog riksdagen en |6sdrivarlag
med malet att zigenare skulle drivas ut ur Sverige. P& 30-talet en steriliseringslag som
riktades till romer och zigenare " som bérare av odnskade rasegenskaper” . Pa 40-talet
sa genomfordes en sa kallad ” Zigenarundersokning” déar man registrerade alla zigenare
i Sverige, och det kan man ju forestélla sig vad det registret skulle ha anvandstill om
det blivit en annan utgang under andra véarldskriget, om tyskarna hade kommit ocksa
till oss.

Vad som skedde efter andra vérldskriget var ju en oerhort kraftig reaktion mot
nazismens folkmord och forintelse av judarna. Det ledde till att antisemitismen
forvandlades fran att vara ganska accepterad i mycket stora kretsar till att bli mindre
och mindre rumsren. Idag &r det valdigt pinsamt om nagon blir pAkommen med en
antisemitisk kommentar. Det har tack och lov uppréttats en valdigt stark skamgrand
for antisemitism. Men det finnsingen sddan skamgrans for antiziganismen. Den & inte
tabubelagd, och vem som helst i Sverige sava som i andra lander kan utan att bli
offentligt férdomd eller utan att kanna att man &r bortgjort félla en sddan kommentar
som: "Nej, jag gillar inte romer de ar ...” . Ocksd kan man ha nagon synpunkt om vad
romer i allmanhet ar.

Det tog anda fram till en bit in pa 60-talet innan romska barn fick bérja skolan. Jag
forvanas fortfarande Gver att jag inte visste om det forens jag borjade arbeta med
romska frégor och dels att det fortfarande finns sAmangai Sverige som inte har en
aning om att romska barn fram till borjan av 60-talet var utestdngda fran den skola
som har varit obligatorisk sedan 1842 i Sverige.

Rostkort maste man ha om man ska kunna résta och 1941 sa blev rostrétten allman i
Sverige. Men om man inte &r fast bosatt nagonstans s har ju davarande
skattemyndigheten lite svart att veta vem de ska skicka rostkortet till. En arbetsuppgift
som jag har bett att vi tar fram i samband med utredningen i delegation & néar den
forste romen i Sverige fick sitt rostkort. Min gissning &r att det var forst pa 60-talet.

Jag har tagit valdigt stort intryck liksom manga andraicke-romer i Sverige har gjort av
att |asa bade K atitzi bockerna och Hans Caldaras bok "1 betraktarens 6gon”. Som
handlar om hur det har kénts att véxa upp sa helt utanfor det vanliga samhéllet. Det &r
svart att begripaoch tatill sig att det skedde samtidigt som jag vaxte upp, en
verklighet som jag inte hade en aning om forrén nu, nér jag & 6ver 50 & gammal.

10
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Romerna erkéndes som nationell minoritets tillsammans med fyra andra nationella
minoriteter ar 2000 i Sverige. Vi har haft en tillfriskningsperiod nar det géller

maj oritetssamhal lets rel ation med romer. Arkebiskopen K G Hammar bad da &
svenska kyrkans vagnar om ursakt & 2000 for hur man har behandlat romer och
resande.

Den davarande svenska regeringen publicerade da en ursakt riktad till resande
gruppen. Men sedan har processen avstannat.

Delegation har som uppdrag att |dmna ett beténkande om romers situation, med
forslag om hur den kan forbéttrats. Nér vi har diskuterat i delegationen sa har vi
kommit fram till att det krévs ndgot mer &n bara ett betdnkande och en utredning for
att bryta med fem sekler av forfoljelser och marginalisering av romer. Det krévs nagot
kraftfullare for att vadra ut all den antiziganism som finns kvar i Sverige.

Om vi tittar pa andralander safinns det manga som har ganska framgangsrikt gjort
upp med Gvergrepp av sina egna grupper i det forflutna genom en vit bok, eller nagon
form av sanningskommission som har inlett en fOrsoningsprocess.

Och vad det handlar om da & da den enkla tanken, som vi ska fa héra mer av de
inbjudnatalarna & att om man gar igenom vad som faktiskt har hant, 1agger fakta pa
bordet och inte blundar for det sa finns det en bra grund for en forsoningsprocess. Som
kan ledatill att siren |aks s att man kan borja pa nytt med friska tag for att géra nagot
& problemen paallvar.

Jag tror att det kan vara ndgonting ocksa for Sverige. Men vi vet interiktigt i
delegationen om hur det skulle kunna se ut och pa vilket sétt man behover utforma det
i Sverige. Darfor har vi tagit intryck av de processer som skett, inte barai varat
grannland Norge nér det géller resande, och jag ar vadigt glad att Tove Skotvedt har
accepterat att komma hit och berétta om det.

For nagra veckor sedan var det ju valdigt intressant att félja den Kanadensiska
processen som vi nu kommer att fa hdra mer om ocksa, nar man sarskilt tittade pa de
indianer i Kanada som blivit tvangsomhandertagna, satta pa internatskolor och nu har
haft en sanningskommission som daledde till en offentlig ursakt fran den

Kanadensi ska regeringens sida och en debatt i parlamentet.

Jag vill halsa bade Julie Roy och Doug Kropp hjartligt valkomna. Jag & hemskt glad
att ni har rest sdlangt for att delamed er av era erfarenheter. Jag & ocksa valdigt glad
Over att vi har fatt Dick Oosting fran International Center for Transitional Justice som
kommer att berétta lite mer om vad det ar for nagonting det har med
sanningskommissioner, forsoningsprocesser, varfor och nér de anvands. For att vi ska
faall information. Det & den organisation i varlden som & ledande pajust det har
omradet och jag ser fram emot att hora mer.

Det finns andra exempel ocksa pa lander som har gjort liknande processer som har lett

till att man har kunnat borjalagga évergreppen i det forflutna bakom sig. Och jag
tanker inte minst pa bade Nya Zeeland och Australien.
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Det finns som sagt inspiration att hamta fran andralander. En poang med det har
seminariet &r att visa att Sverige inte & en 6 av helgon som simmar omkring i vérlden.
Vi har ocksa forbrytelser mot méanskliga réttigheter i det forgangna att gora upp med.
Det & inte bara sa att det &r viktigt for oss att resa ut till andralander och tala om for
dem hur de borde gora. Det &r viktigt for oss att fraga andra lander hur de gjorde nér
de korrigerade sinamisstag i det forgangna, léra oss av det och tillampa det hos oss.
Jag hoppas att vi kan hitta en metod for att kunna slutligen géra upp med det historiska
osynliggdrandet av romerna. For de mekanismer som ledder fram till forintelsen har vi
fortfarande i Europa. Vi kan inte fortsétta ha 6verseende med den strukturella
diskrimineringen mot de svenska romerna, for det & ett hot mot demokratin och de
varderingar som ska praglavar kontinent. Vi maste gemensamt anstrénga oss for att
gora antiziganismen skamlig.

Vakomna aterigen till seminariet och jag hoppas att det har skainleda en mycket
intressant processi Sverige. Tack sd mycket.

Rosa Taikon, silversmed: En historisk éverblick dver forfoljelserna
av romer i Sverige

Jag ar hitbjuden for att visa bilder som ger en historisk dverblick 6ver forfoljelsernaav
romernai Sverige. Davill jag saga att allt det som Maria Leissner har framfort kan jag
ge verifikationer pa med mina overheadbilder.

Nu &r det ju sa hér att det finns manga olika yrken. Vi har professorer, vi har
konstvetare, vi har folk som |&r sig om olika folkgrupper. Tyvéarr & det val sa att
manga av dessa har fatt mycket om bakfoten. | varje fall nar det géler en yrkeskar —
men jag kanske maste till&gga att jag hoppas att antropologer och etnologer inte har
samma uppfattning som man hade pa 1800-talet. Antropologin bygger parasideologi.
Vad jag vill visa héar — den 8 oktober 2006 sa sander Sverigesradio i P3 ut att
antropologin bygger parasideologi i en radiodokumentar. Och da &r det ju sd hér,
Mariatalade ju om Sveriges regering...

Redan nar vi kom in pa 1500-talet statuerade man exempel av romer, de som inte
frivilligt gick dver gransen halshdgg man mer eller mindre. Den hér yrkesgruppen
antropologer, nu & det ju inte bara dem. Né&r du (Maria Leissner) talar om rasismen sa
ar det ju faktiskt sa att den inte kommer fran Hitler.

Sveriges regering sanktionerar ett rasbiologiskt institut i Uppsalai borjan av 1920-
talet. Den uttalat kande nazisten, rasbiologen och |ékaren professor Herman Lundborg
(1868-1943) ar institutets chef andafram till 1835. Hans uppgift &r att setill att
Sverige blir av med negrer, tattare och zigenare, som anses vara daliga folkraser.

12



13

Lundborg later undersoka varnpliktiga och samer, han utger en rad bocker bl.a
Rasbiologi och rashygien (1914) och Vésterlandet i fara (1934) med propagandistisk
inriktning, déar han forsoker bevisa den nordiska rasens 6verldgsenhet.

Man méter skallar for att testaintelligens hos folk, och ménniskor lobotomeras av
rashygieniska skal av oro for att daligt folkmaterial skakommain i landet.

Under hela min barndom drabbas jag, och 6vrigaromer i Sverige, av antropologernas
sa kallade " faktauppsatser” om oss romer, av bland andra Bonniers forlag som
publicerar i uppslagsverk och konversationslexikon.

Om det & nagon som tror att det var Hitler som bérjade med fordomar om rasism da
tror ni alldeles galet. Den allménna uppfattningen ar att raslaran utgick fran Adolf
Hitler. Ingalunda horni!

Innan Adolf Hitler borjar talivet av judar och zigenare, som han anser varadaliga
folkraser, sander han sinalékare och professorer till Uppsala dar rasisten Herman
Lundborg utbildar demi radara.

Antropologerna graver upp samernas gravar for att méta deras skallar.
1933-1975 steriliseras tusentals manniskor i namn av ” antropologisk forskning”.

1975 &r sociallakaren John Takman och jag med i ett radioprogram om rasism. John
Takman beréttar, att fram till detta & steriliseras zigenska kvinnor da de ansestillhdra
en dalig folkras.

1997 skriver journalisten Maciej Zaremba om sterilisering, baserat pa antropologernas
rasbiologi, " Det fanns ett stort politiskt intresse av att sterilisera manniskor som inte
passade ini samhéllet”.

Vet ni vad jag onskar? Att jag kunde prata likalugnt och sansat som Maria L eissner
har gjort. Det kan inte jag! Darfor att jag & uppvuxen med den svenskarasismen i
samhallet. Under mina 80 &r har jag levt helamin barndom i gettolager. Och om jag
blir upprord sa &r det inte riktat mot er, det &r riktat mot det jag har upplevt.

Historisk 6verblick dver forfoljelsen av romer i Sverige, jag har tagit med ett material
som jag anvander jag nar jag foreldser pa universitet och skolor.

Det &r ju varaungasom idag gér ut i samhallet, som Gisela som sitter har. Pojkar och
flickor i hennes & der som studerar, de kommer en vacker dag att kanske sitta som
politiker, kommunal arbetare eller nagot i samhéllet dar man maste kunnavisa
humanism mot olika folkgrupper oavsett hur vi ser och var vi kommer ifran.

Jag har tagit med ett material som belyser den rasism och utsatthet som svenska romer
under &rhundraden blivit utsattafor, sdva politiskt som socialt. Och observera horni,
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att har &r det inte frégan om att fordomarna och rasismen kommer bara fran folk. Det
& sanktionerat frén hogsta politiska ort. Det & politikerna som har sanktionerat att
man ska fora den har fordomsfulla rasismen mot romerna. Detta har skett och sker i ett
demokratiskt land som Sverige. Men horni, den demokratin den géllde aldrig oss
romer.

Nér jag visar det har materialet paforelasningar pa universitet och skolor saféar jag
fragorna: Hur fods fordomar och rasism, var kommer deifran? Bottnar dei radsla for
frammande kulturer, som vi inte vet ndgot om? Har "var” kultur ett hogre varde an
andras?

| rhundraden har det funnits ménniskor som ser sig idlva som former én andra. Gar
vi baratillbaka ett par tusen & sa fanns det en man som kallade sig Jesus. Var hans
kulturella och politiska uppfattning annorlunda, nar han talade om karlek, forlételse,
empati och humanism?

Vad gjorde man med honom? Jo man spikade upp honom pa ett kors efter det att
Pontus Pilatus tvatt sina hander.

|dag hanger vi inte upp manniskor pa kors — men manniskor utsétts for fruktansvérda
forfoljelser pajorden och det drabbar inte bara romer.

Genom att méta skallar kom antropologer under 1800-talet fram till att urbefolkningen
i Kongo var en ddlig ras, de var inte varda att faleva. Dalat kung Leopold | av
Belgien halshugga och talivet av miljontals afrikaner och befésta deras omraden.

Nér det galler oss”Le Rom” sa har vi alltid varit utsatta och katal ogiserade av
antropologer och sa kallade " zigenarforstasigpaare” som exempelvis zigenarforskaren
Arthur Thesleff, sprakforskaren Allan Etzler, forfattaren Carl Herman Tilhagen och
professor Karl-Olov Arnstberg vid Stockholms universitet, som offentligt uttalat att

" det hade varit béttre for zigenarna att dom aldrig blivit fédda”.

| artikeln "Hatets stam” i Expressen den 28 maj 2008 beskriver Lisbeth Lindeborg,
filosofie doktor i statsvetenskap, hur Silvio Berlusconis nya regering underblaser hatet
mot romernai ltalien:

"Hatet mot romerna—antiziganismen- lever vidare. Rudko Kawczynski, president for
internationella Roma National Congress, framhaller att cirka 3 000 romer mordats
mellan 1990-2002 i Osteuropa. Enligt opinionsundersokningar "hatas’ romerna av 90
procent av invanarnai Slovakien och Ruménien, dér de utgor 10 procent av
befolkningen.”

| Goteborgs-Posten den 5 Juni 2008 skriver frilangournalisten Irka Cederbergi en
lang artikel, Haxjakt paromer, varur jag citerar en del:

"Vad & det som hander i Europaidag? Ar inte romerna manniskor? Trots otaliga
konferenser, rapporter och utredningar har EU annu inte lyckats ta ett samlat grepp for
att hantera den sekelgamla — och vaxande — antiziganismen i Europa.
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Gunther Grass har kallat romerna” de sanna européerna’; de kénner inga granser och
definnsi allalander. Ska EU stillatigande se pa medan italienska fascister och rasister
bedriver haxjakt pa romer? Vidriga stanker fran medeltiden sprider sig i Europa.
Varfor & det sa markvardigt tyst frén ansvariga politiker inom EU? Varfor tiger Carl
Bildt, Angela Merkel, Gordon Brown, Nicolas Sarkozy”

Hé&r har jag ett kusinbarn som sitter, Hans Caldaras. Han har gjort ett upprop
tillsammans med Jan Ottosson. (Laser innantill)

"Vi i Romskt kulturcentrum i Stockholm reagerar med sorg och avsky pa den

rasi stiska och fascistiska behandling som romer i Italien utsétts for idag. Vi férdomer
skarpt det oméanskliga och primitiva handlingsforfarande som Italienska makthavare

och invanare utévar pa manniskor som tagit sin tillflykt till dettaland for att bli kvitt

fortryck och social misér.

Vi kraver att EU, regeringar, myndigheter och ménniskor med réattvisepatos runt om i
Europa deklarerar sin skarpakritik i ord och handling mot denna barbariska och helt
oacceptabla behandling av romer, och detta géller &ven andralénder runt om i vérlden.

Nu maste EU visa sitt rétta ansikte och ta sitt ansvar och sétt press pa sina
medlemsstater som begar dessa Gvergrepp och avskyvéarda brott mot ménskligheten.
Om inte, sA & risken stor att vi snart &r tillbakai 1930-talets Tyskland och 1990-talets
forna Jugoslavien. ”

Javi kan ju fortsitta med vad tidningar tar upp, som andatack och lov ser till att det
kommer ut till allménheten.

Pa DN debatt, 6 Juli, skriver Ulla Ekstrém von Essen och Rasmus Fleischer:
"Nazismens rasistiska retorik préglar Sverigedemokraterna. De vill ge sken av att de
forflyttat sig in pa en politiskt rumsren och icke rasistisk arena, men fortfarande
uppvisar partiets manniskosyn remarkabla likheter med den nazistiska idétraditionens
rasistiska retorik”

Ar 2008 har jag, som tillhdrande en romsk folkgrupp, och ménga med mig all
anledning att kanna stor oro over att Sverigedemokraterna vinner mark och mandat i
ett flertal av landets kommuner och snart & pavag ini politiken.

Ar vi med politikernas hjalp ater pavag ini en tid nar manniskor, som enligt
antropologernas beskrivning & en "dalig ras’, ska steriliseras och lobotomeras.
Eller & vi tillbakatill det har? Nar man hanger upp romer som férsoker tasig éver
granserna.

Ar det ndgon som lara ut till mig hur man ska kunnatalalugnt och sansat utan att bli

upprord?
Jag klarar inte det, jag blir lika upprord varje gang jag talar om det har.
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Néagra ar innan jag fods sa gar man ut med den hér skrivel sen:

" Dazigenarnas inordnande i samhallet hos oss synes vara ett ol6digt problem, &r
enda utvagen att pa ett eller annat sétt fa zigenarna ut ur landet. Da de flesta av dem
torde vara svenska undersdtar och allt fall deras medborgarrétt i annat land svarligen
|ater sig bevisa, kan deras forsvinnande ur landet icke nds pa annat sétt, an att sa starka
inskrankningar l1aggas pa deras rorel sefrihet, att de finnamed sin egen fordel forenligt
att lamnalandet och utvandratill ett land med for dem gynnsammare férhallanden.”
Detta ar taget ut statens offentliga utredningar 1923.

Vad var det de stod hér egentligen hor ni! Om vi skippar kanslisvenskan och haller oss
till ett vanligt tal. Sa stér det hér att man ska gora livet sa outhardligt som majligt for
romernasa att de gavavill ge sig ivag fran Sverige. Det & vad det star hér.

Och davar det s§, det har &r fortfarande taget ut Katarinas bok som hon beskriver.
Samtidigt med den hér skrivelsen sa gar man ut med ett A4 dekret som laggs paala
kommuner dar det klart och tydligt framgar, att zigenarna far inte stannalangre én 3
veckor pavarje plats. Och var det sa att vi inte flyttade efter tre veckor, da skickar man
ner vaktmastarna som packade ner sangkladerna s att de fort kommer ivéag.

Jaeller s& skickade man ner polismakten. Titta pa de manniskorna som sitter dér (bild
paromer i talt eller vagnar med poliser runt dem) hur fortvivliade de &r, darfor att de
har varit lite mer an trre veckor fran platsen och inte har hunnit flytta. Man skickar ner
poliserna. Hon sitter grétfardig och Jan &r fortvivlad.

Ja, hor ni, nu &r det ju sd har att nu haller jag mig till de svenska zigenarna, som bodde
i [agergetton anda fram till 1963. Och da var det ju inte sa att det kom ner en politiker
och tog sig for pannan, oj josses har har vi en grupp svenska medborgare som bor i
snodrivor, utan utbildning, utan bostadder och utan arbete. Det kan ju inte vara bra.

Samtidigt sa finns det en fantastisk journalist som heter Karl Axel Sjéblom. Han tar
sin kamera gar ner i lagergettot och filmar snddrivorna samtidigt som Katarinas bok
kommer ut 1963.

Och jag lovar er, att vi bodde faktiskt pa kanslihuset. Katarina och jag, min syster
Katarina Taikon, vi var ett rétt skynke for politikerna. De sprang nér vi kom i
gangarna, de ville inte pratamed oss. Vi var for besvérliga. Ni kanske hor det pamig
att jag kan vara besvarlig. Man maste vara besvarlig om man ska na ndgonting. Det
gar inte bar att skriva papper och tro att det ordnar sig pa det séttet. Man maste handlal
Och hur skavi, i vilket land vi an talar om, hur skavi fa en béttre politik, ett béttre liv
for alla kulturer om det inte gar genom politikerna? All forandring till det béttre i ett
land &r till ytterst en politisk sak att taitu med.

Gettolagret i Ekstubben 1964 bestod av taltdukar och plétkaminer. Det hér &r en kusin
till mig, hon & sjuk och det &r 28 grader kallt i téltet. Hennes barn &r analfabeter.
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Nér jag ser det hér blir jag valdigt upprord, jag har ju bott sahér sjalv, och ménga med
mig.

Det hér & Nadja. Hon hade lite tur pa ett sétt, for ndgon hade spikat brader istéllet for
taltduk pa henne bostad. Tyvarr finnsju inte Nadja nu.

Nér jag ser den hér bilden skams jag 6ver att vara svensk medborgare, fodd och dopt i
svensk kyrka. Jag skams for att min syster Katarina ska behtva sta pa Hotorget och fa
hjalp till zigenarnas utbildning. Kan du téanka dig att du maste sta pa Hotorget for att
dinabarn ska kunna fatillgang till att |asa och skriva? Nej! Men det fick vi som
zigenare gora.

Vi borde ha haft en sang pa riksdagshuset for vi var dér varje dag, och brakade med
politikerna. Jag har en rolig historia, Katarina gick nastan som testbild patv vid den
héar tiden. Hon hdll ju pdi tjugo & med socialt arbete. Vid ett tillfalle sd & hon i ett
rum och Tage Erlander i ett annat rum, och s ska de sminkas av. Katarina och Tage
Erlander kommer fran olika héll. — Ngj inte hon igen, séger Tage Erlander nér han ser
Katarina. Och da gar jag fram till stadsministern, tar honom i armen och frégar, har
min syster varit svar med stadsministern? — Ja, Katarina har varit besvérlig, men hon
vet vad hon vill, svarar han.

1965 gjorde vi véran forsta demonstration for att faigenom en skolutbildning for
vuxnaromer. Vi hade borjat med att fa bostader. Men jag lovar er det tog fyra & innan
vi tdémde alla gettolager.

Man tar inte en vuxen man och sitter honom tillsammans med sjudringarna for att lara
honom a,b,c. Vi var tvungna att ha en vuxenutbildning fér vuxna personer och det &r
darfor vi demonstrerar. Har har vi Arne Trankell som var professor pa universitetet i
Stockholm, och vi hade Arne Wall men han sag for det mesta allt i morkt. Det ser
morkt ut, det ser morkt ut, var svaret vi fick helatiden.

Vi hade mangainom teater och film, och forfattare. Ja, ménga yrkeskéarer var med i
demonstrationstagen.

1965 startade vi den forsta vuxenskolan i Skrekarhyttan. Och det var inte det | dttaste,
for vet ni vad som hande? Davar en valdigt kand man som gick ut och sade att " ni
kommer aldrig att fa zigenarna sittande pa skolbanken i sommar for da ska de ut pa
vagarna och lyssna pa faglarna och sa vidare”. Men det var ingen som brydde sig om
varken végarna, solen eller faglarna. Utan hér sitter det fyra generationer och |&ser
a,b,c pa Skrekarhyttans vuxenutbildning.
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Efter nastan 500 ar s borde det vara dags att zigenarna skafaen forandring i
samhéllet. Ola Ullsten stéller upp, Thomas Hammarberg, det vet ni allavem det &r.
Han arbetar f6r manskliga réttigheter, var med oss under hela 60-talet och arbetade.

Véra ansiktsuttryck visar hur mycket strunt och fordomar som ségs nerei salen. Och
Katarinaforstar ni, hon var vél likaintensiv som jag. Hon blir sd arg nar hon hor
gubbarnai talarstolen, att hon borjar klattra ner mot talarstolen. Savi rycker ner
henne: " sétt dig for guds skull!” For hade hon gétt ner dér sa hade de kastat ut oss, och
vi hade blivit portférbjudna pa regeringskandliet.

Hér pratar Katarina med Palme, d& var han skolminister. Det var angdende romerna.
Hér sitter vi, har uppe och lyssnar pa en massa svammel som politikernainte vet
nagonting om. Och fortfarande inte vet ndgonting om! Borde vetal Nu blir jag arg
ocksa. Men det & inte meningen.

Ar det ndgon som ser vad den har mannen har pa den hér sidan gor. Jag var inte
medveten om det. Det var en militér, en dverste som papekade detta for mig. Nu kan
det tyckas att han stoppar oss. Det gor han inte. Vi &r inte pa vég in mot honom som ni
ser ar vi gar forbi honom. Han stér och gor Hitler-halsning, pa vara plakat star det om
romerna. " Utvisainte romerna’. Jag tror det gallde den polska rom-gruppen, som
skulle fa stanna. Vi sokte asyl. Och en vakt, en militarvakt skajag kunna gafram och
peta pd. Men han far inte réraen min. Men den har karln, han stod och visade vad han
hade for ideologi.

Gladjen kan tasig lite olika uttryck. Katarina har fatt besked om att de Polska och
Italienska zigenarna far stanna. Hon gréter, jag hoppar och skrattar. S& kan man
uttrycka gladje.

Har kramar de Italienska barnen K atarina och tackar. For de bodde pa sophgarnai
Italien. De polska romerna som kom hade faktiskt kvar nagra av sina gamla som hade
lyckats kréngla sig ut Hitlers gasugnar.

Hér talar Katarina med Ola Ullsten angaende Polska rom-wishewski gruppen.

Héar kor man bort Katarina, det & nagon "handhavare” for staten som ber Katarina
avlagsna sin skylt.

Jadet & juinte bara. Aveni den varstamisiren safinnsju gladje. Har & det ndgon
som ska giftasig. Har sitter Arne Frankell. Det & en kusin till mig som ska giftasig sa
da underhdller jag med dans.

Det & ju valdigt svart att fa manniskor i hdg alder, som har tillskansat sig en ideologi
som inte &r hjalpsam mot andra manniskor, att andra sig.
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Katarina ledsnade for de vuxnas fordomar. For det ar ju sd hér, nu & det juinte bara
romer som blir utsatta har. Vi har invandrare i vart land, invandrare som kommer till
det hér landet med kunskap. De har inte kostat Sverige fem Orei utbildning. De har
kunskap frén sinalander, de har |art sig. Det ar bara spraket de skalarasig. Men om
eninvandrare bar sigilla dt, nu stér inte jag och talar om att vara svenska romer skulle
varaanglar. §avklart har vi aen bland le rom romer som inte beter sig arligt, som ar
bade oérliga och har en massa hyss for sig. Men vi har inte rétt att ga ut och dra 6ver
en kam. De som beter sig fel ska domas individuellt for vad de har gjort. Vi far inte
draalao6ver en kam, varken romer eller invandrare eller ndgon annan grupp for den
delen.

Katarina ledsnar pa de vuxna och borjar skriva Katitzi-boken, som borjade |asasi dla
skolor.

Vi gav ut den forsta zigenska tidningen, déar konkurrerade vi med dig Fred. Det var
lange sedan och den behovdes. Men vi fick inget stod, varken fran det enaeller det
andra hallet, utan vi var tvungna och ta vara egna intjanade pengar och hdlla den har
tidningen vid liv. Ibland fick vi ringatill HSB och televerket och siga”kan vi fa
uppskov med hyran kan vi fa uppskov med telefon”. Vi hade inte pengar, vi ladem till
tidningen och stack den sedan i handerna pa politikerna.

Jag vill visadet hér, det & lite om yrkena. Det hér & min farfar Korian Sheski och
Kako Damo, Hans Caldaras morfar och sa & det mina farbroder. Nu ar det ju sa hor ni,
att de flestatror att zigenarna & sadana som tander en lagereld, kndpper lite med
fingrarnaoch gdl lite hons. Det hér folket har haft yrken som har varit valdigt kénda.
De har arbetat med kopparslageri, fortenning, de har varit trasl6jdare, mattvévare och
keramiker. Det & ingen seri®s etnolog som har beskrivit yrkena som le rom har haft
och sysslar med.

Nér farfar foddes i Ungern sa flyttade han s smaningom med hela sin familj till
Ryssland och dér upptradde de pa Bolsjojteatern. Naturligtvis, jag glomde bort att siga
att de har ju varit showmen, sangare, dansare och musiker saklart. De gav sig ivag fran
Ryssland innan revolutionen.

Det dar ar min far, Kako Joshka och Grancha. Baltet som min far har pa sig har han
tillverkat galv. Han gick i lara som tolvaring hos guldsmedernai Samarkand.

Jag har en bok hemma som jag & valdigt stolt Over. Den visar jag till allajournalister
som kommer och frégar om vad zigenare arbetar med.

Min far fick ett intyg fran artillerireglementet i Norrland. Har med intygas att det
arbete Herr Taikon fort for reglementets rékning, fortenning och sa vidare. Och man ar
altsanéjd med arbetet. Det var han inte ensam om! De flesta romerna var héanvisade
till den hér sortens arbete: musik, dans och tivoli.
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Hér har vi gettolégren som jag talade om i snodrivorna. En kusin till mig som & fodd i
Sverige och fick flyttain i hus forst 1966.

Familjen Dimitri arbetadei en gruvai norrland, Kiruna.

Vi var ju tvungna att forsorja oss. Jag betalade stimpengar, man betalar for att man
sjunger andras sanger. Jag var nio & gammal nér jag satt och spelade dansmusik pa
dansbanor och betal ade stimpengar. Men sedan tog musiken slut, da géllde det ju att
forsorja sig denna gang med film. Det véarsta var replikerna som man skulle siga. Jag
hoppades att jag talade ren svenska, men de sade till mig att "Nej Rosadu far bryta
lite. Bryta? Jamen det blir inte trovérdigt att du &r zigenare om du inte bryter.”
Fordomarna forstar ni, de finns pa alla hdll.

Jag fick borja pa konstfack. Min far var den sista bland romerna som var silversmed.
Nér han dog fanns ingen som kunde ta vara paden lilla skérvan av silversmide. Min
bror Paul Taikon blev mordad av en soldat som armén hade skickat tillbaka fran
Kongo for att han var rasist. Han klarade inte av att varai Kongo for han gav sig pa
manniskorna dar. Sa det var inte min bror som kunde ta 6ver utan jag fick laramig
artilleri.

Det silversmide som jag haller pa med &r en teknik som heter filigramteknik som
etrusker, egyptier, fenicier, romare och le rom fran Indien anvander sig av. Det & en
teknik som &r valdigt tAlamodskravande och stéller stora krav.

Min kusin tog jobb pa sjukhus, S:t Gorans sjukhus. Han talade inte om att han var
rom, han sa att han kom frén Ryssland och var adopterad. Det gér inte att heta Taikon
eller Dimitri och tro att man kan fa en bostad eller ett jobb.

AnnaLindh l&ser samma artikel som jag innan hon blir mdrdad. Romerna forfoljs 6ver
hela Osteuropa. Da fréagade Annamig, ” Rosa vad kan vi gora for romernai Sverige
och i Osteuropa?’ Jag sade: ” Du som utrikesminister, du traffar alla utrikesministrar.
Du far inte falla undan for den hér vanliga klyschan som ministrarna anvander sig av,
att vi kan inte intervenerai andralanders inre angel genheter.” Hér var det inte fragan
om inre angel genheter, man tog livet av dem.

Romernai Slovakien bodde hemskt, hér bor tre familjer som delar pa ett kok i ett
fallfardigt hus. Samtidigt sd vill jag sdga att vi svenskaromer och de finska har ett
himmelrike jamfort med romernai Osteuropa.

En romsk familj i Polen bodde i plywoodhus, de bor férskrackligt, jagas och mérdas.

Miranda Vuolasranta — anférande pa engelska
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Diskussion

Rosa Taikon

Jag har lyssnat pA mycket har nu, s vitt jag forstar sa vi alla som sitter har ense om att
vi maste alla bekampa rasism och férdomar. Jag hanvisar till Dick Oosten som talar
om att man i en s&dan héar sanningskommission méaste ha fakta. Och om det & nagon
hér som tror, att den har forandringen som skedde pa 60-talet da le rom hade stétt i
bostadsko i Gver 400 &. Om ni tror att det skedde utan faktai malet, sd har ni valdigt
fel.

Katarina skrev sju sociaa bdcker, hon gav faktai malet, visade pa lagergettona, skolor
som barnen inte fick, diskriminering som vi romer var utsatta fér. Hon skrev bland
annat en bok "forlét att vi stér” med Thomas Hammarberg. Det géllde folk som flydde
fran hemska forhallanden i andralander, romer som kom fran platser dar de vart
valdigt utsatta. De kdmpade for de politiska flyktingarna.

Vet ni vad jag ténker nar jag ser oss alahér, alting &r ju for att fa férandring till det
béttre i ett samhélle. S & det en politisk fraga. Tank om vi alla skulle géra som vi
gjorde pa 60-talet, be om att fa en audiens hos vara styrande politiker. Det &r ju de som
ska hjdlpa oss fram. Vi har faktai malet, vi har bocker, vi kan berétta var
levnadshistoria, vi har material. De vet, men de vill inte [&tsas om det har. Men tank
om vi alla skulle géra en demonstration och be om en audiens hos politikerna. Hur tror
ni det skulle uppfattas? Det tror jag skulle vara ndgonting.

For vad vi an skriver, vad vi an séger, vad vi an gor sa hjélper det inte om vi inte far
politikernamed oss. Det &r ju de som ska sanktionera, registrera ett lagforslag om hur
man ska bérasig a for att inte vissa kulturgrupper ska behéva kommai klam i
samhéllet.

Hans Caldaras

Jag tycker att vart mote har &r valdigt givande, men det &r en fraga som vi maste tanka
pasom & den viktigaste fragan. Det har &r inte ett romskt problem utan det &r ett
europeiskt problem, som dessutom sker i andradelar av véarlden. Vi maste favara
makthavare att inse att s& |ange de omajliggor méjligheterna for oss romer att kunna
etableraossi delander vi lever, och har levt i generationer. S& kommer vi aldrig att fa
en chans att kunna fa leva som alla andra medborgare i samhéllet.
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Det handlar om att man omajliggor for oss majligheten att fa vara réttigheter
tillgodosedda, att kunna st pa samma niva som évriga medborgare, kdmpa pa samma
villkor som 6vriga medborgare. Men istallet sd omajliggor man ideligen for oss
mojligheten och réttigheten att leva som alla andra medborgare i samhéllet. Salange
man gor detta sa kommer man att férhalatill nasta generation och nastkommande
generation. Det kommer inte att ske en forandring sa lange man omojliggor for oss
mojligheten att kunna leva som andra medborgare i Europa.

Victor ?

Jag har arbetat sju & i Roman Union. Det & en vérldsorganisation som arbetar
politiskt. Vi har fétt erkannande genom EU som folkslag 1996. D& har vi fatt status
som nation, Romsi Nation, av Kofi Annan. Vi ser nu vad som hander i varlden i dag,
det ni har sagt i dag och det gér i linje med vad ni har sagt. Men frégan &r varfor detta
gors mot oss romer. Nar vi har fétt den har statusen som daromer sa var det
konstaterat att det har skulle gdlla. Men tyvarr sd ar fortfarande antiziganismen stor.

Allalander har som ansvar att berétta och namna det hér till sinarespektive regeringar,
vilkavi & och vilket status vi har. Jag som har upplevt det har med nazismen. Nu far
jag uppleva dettaigen i Sverige, dar vi har fred och folk har det bra. Jag vill tacka
Mariafor att du har tagit upp den hér fragan och férsoker gora nagot at den har
situationen som vi har i Sverige. Jag vill inte att den har frégan slutar har. Jag ber er
alihopaatt fora detta vidare, det far inte stanna héar. Det skaforas ut till hela vérlden,
hela Europa om vad som héander och gors. Och att det blir kant dverallt att vi fortsatter
med det har arbetet och inte stannar. Jag vill tackaer. Tack.

Hans Caldaras

Jag ser i dag inte bara vanliga medborgares rasism som finns ute i Sverige och andra
lander, utan jag upplever att var storstafiende i dag & media som formedlar en negativ
bild av romer och som inte &r intresserade éverhuvudtaget om att férmedla en positiv
bild av romer i vissalander. Vi hade en demonstration har i Stockholm for nagra
veckor sedan mot Italien och inte en enda frén media var representerad. Jag &r saker pa
att hade vi gjort ndgot negativt som hade bekraftat manniskors férdomar s hade
media mangrant stéllt upp for att formedla detta.

Jag har vart i Rumanien manga ganger de senaste su, tta aren. Dar har man forandrat
bilden av romer. Som brukligt hade man i slutet av varje nyhetsséandning ett reportage
om romsk kriminalitet. Nu har man forandrat den bilden, nu visar man istéllet romer
som lever vadigt bra, & vébargade. Det finns tyvarr manniskor som vill ha status, sa
de visar upp sig i det finaste de har. Man visar upp alla formdgenhet man har, for att fa
status. Det har gor ocksa att folk far fordomar. Folk som har det svart till exempel i
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Rumanien de far sjalvklart en negativ bild om romer. Att de finns romer som har det

gott och som lever bra. Det har & ocksa en typ av att propagera fordomar och rasism.
Det &r precis vad media hdller pA med idag inte barai Ruménien utan i manga andra

lander ocksa. Jag upplever media som en av vara storsta fiender idag. Vi maste gora

nagot for att sétta stopp for det.

Sefan ?

Vi har fatt horavaldigt mycket idag, det som har kommit fram &r kant bland oss
romer. Vi vet vad som sker i Sverige och hela Europa vad som galler romska fragor.
Jag héller med talarna om att detta & ett gemensamt problem. Det &r inte ett romskt
problem utan det &r ett europeiskt problem som finns bland romer i helavérlden, inte
minst i EU dar vi lever i Europa. Det som jag kénner maste goras &r i nasta steg, vi har
stétt i denna situation, inte bara en gang utan flera ganger. Vi vet att detta har pratats
om och diskuterats manga ganger om. Vi vill inte riskera att fragan aterigen hamnar i
ett skap, 14ggs undan.

Det hér maste pa ndgot sétt goras till en gemensam fraga som ska vidare ut i Europa.
Vi behover inte skapa nya modeller, ny politik. Vi maste géra folk medvetna om det
som finns, det vi redan har. Det som Rosa sager att vi har fakta, det maste bara ut och
tasin av medborgarna. Och det maste ut i ett gemensamt dokument som géller i hela
Europa om det ska bli ndgon effekt. Annars ar risken stor att vi aterigen om nagot ar
samlar igen och talar om samma sak.

Rosita Gronfors

Jag jobbar pa Romresande som & en kvinnoorganisation. Vad jag vill lyftafram &r
romska kvinnors situation i Sverige, och romska barn, darfor att det ser katastrofalt ut i
socialafragor. De & mycket utsatta och barnen blir omhandertagna, utan stodpersoner
fran varken sociaen, kommunen eller ett minoritetserkénnande. Kommunerna
anvander inte stodpersonernatill socialfragorna, de gar istédllet till familjernaoch
omhéandertar barn. Haromdagen tog de fyra barn fran en romsk kvinna. Vi har anlitat
en advokat for att forsoka fa barnen tillbaka. Det var stor chans att vi skulle lyckas,
men social enheten tog | dgenheten fran kvinnan sa att barnen inte kunde atervanda.

Sedan har vi unga flickor hér i Stockholm som &r narkomaner, anvander amfetamin.
Jag forsokte prata med social myndigheten och narkotikaenheterna for att lyfta dessa
fragor och hjéapa ungdomarna att fa vard eller avgiftning pa Mariatorget. Fleradagar i
veckan sitter jag i Mariatorget med avsikten att hjdlpa kvinnorna att kommain, men
det &r dold diskriminering bland socialmyndigheterna hér i Stockholm. Jag &r berérd,
for far det inte forekommai dagens samhélle. Det &r katastrofalt.
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Ett & akte jag bussen fran Philadel phiakyrkan klockan sju pa en fredag kvall. Jag
jobbade fran klockan sju till tva pa natten med att hjalpa romska ungdomar att fa dem
till behandlingshem. Dér &r allaromskakatoliker. Men sociabyraernatar inte emot
dem, de séger att de inte har pengar till det.

| dag finns det bade rika och fattiga romer i Sverige, men ingen av romerna orkar hdlla
fasaden. | dag &r det nadarop bland romska foraldrar, deras barn anvander narkotika.
Vi har inte makt att fa hjap till dem for myndigheternatar inte emot oss.

Maria L eissner —anforande pa engelska
Dick Oosting — anforande pa engelska
Julie Roy och Doug K ropp — anforande pa engelska

Katri Linna, Ombudsman mot etnisk diskriminering, DO:
Forutsattningar for upprattelse—DO:s syn

Tack for att jag har fatt tillfalle att komma hit och dela med mig av minatankar kring
processen. Vi har hort fran manga utav inlaggen tidigare i dag att romerna aven i
Sverige har blivit utsatta for manga ar av statssanktionerad diskriminering, forfoljel ser
och dvergrepp. Darfor tycker jag att det & en valkommen gest av regeringen att ge
Romadel egationen i uppdrag att undersoka forutsdttningarna fér en sannings- och
forsoningskommission kring de brott mot manskliga réttigheter som romerna har
utsatts for.

Som jag har forstatt Romadel egationen sa ténker man sig att en sddan process skulle
utifran en kartlaggning av de historiska oforrétterna kunna ledatill en uppréttelse och
forsoning mellan romerna och majoritetsbefolkningen. Och att man darigenom ocksa
ska 6ka kunskapen och forstael sen hos majoritetsbefolkningen om romernas situation.
Datéanker jag mig att ett valdigt viktigt forsta steg i den processen &r att konstatera att
romernas historia har en dagsaktuell spegelbild. Vi ska baratatill oss att de som sker |
Italien tillexempel har sin grund i europeisk historia. Aven i Sverige, nér vi pratar om
de déliga boendeftrhallandena som manga romer hanvisatstill har det en grund i
svensk och europeisk historia.

Det faktum som beskrivsi allade denden, anmaningar som kommer till DO,
framforallt sedan vi borjade definiera problemen tillsammans med romerna gjorde att
vi ocksafick ett Okat fortroende att driva romerna sak. Alla de arenden, och senast de
tva som jag tog stéllning till i gar att drivavidare réttsligt som beskriver krankningar
av romska familjer i samband med véaldigt vardagliga butiks- och restaurangbesok.
Alla de handelserna har ocksa sin grund i svensk historia. Romernas situation idag &r
altsaen foljd av flera hundra ars statssanktionerad diskriminering, som har forskjutit
romernatill utkanten av samhéllet och man har vagrat dem aterintrade.
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Trots att de direkt diskriminerande lagarna nu har avskaffats sa har de lamnat spar
bade i majoritetssamhéllet, som i dag préglas av en Gppet negativ syn pa romer.
Liksom de gamla of Orrétterna ocksa har |amnat romernai ett socioekonomiskt
underl&ge. Det & nagot som ytterligare fortlopande forstarker den stigmatiserade
negativa bilden av romerna. Det hér & en komplex situation, det kréver komplexa
atgarder. Darfor tycker jag att det &r viktigt att vi har en bred syn pavad en
forsoningsprocess skulle kunnainnebéra. Hur paverkas méjligheten till forsoning av
romers utsatta situation idag? Hur paverkas forsoningsprocessen av den diskriminering
och segregation som &r en del av manga romers vardag an idag.

Datéanker jag mig att en férsoningsprocess maste bli en strategi i strévan att uppna
jamlikhet for romer. Den vagen vid en uppréttelse som inte bara bor innehdlla
individuellaldsningar, tillexempel genom en effektiv tillampning av
diskrimineringslagstiftning eller individbaserad erséttning i form av erséttning for
tidigare dvergrepp. Utan det behtvs ocksa ldsningar som lyfter hela grupper av romer.
Och l6sningar som da ska formuleras med romer och inte for dem. Det maste vara
atgarder som bryter igenom de historiska krankningarnas aktuella konsekvenser i fréga
om utbildning, boende och framférallt arbetsliv.

Till exempel kan man séga att den tidigare lagreglerade diskrimineringen har lamnat
manga, sarskilt aldre romer i en situation dar de har en mycket 1&g utbildningsniva om
nagon. Vilket darigenom paverkar deras majligheter till egen forsorjning. Det har
ocksdindirekt format deras barn, derasi dag kanske vuxna barn som har praglats av
Oppet forakt och standig flykt. Men vad som & annu vérre &r att den paverkar dven
den kommande generationen. Man kan inte fa ett boende som &r stabilt paverkar hela
familjen situation till delaktig het och ocksa den kommande generationen standigt
maste flytta. Inte som tidigare att man inte fick bosétta sig inom kommunens granser,
men for att man saknar majligheter att fa en boendeform som &r stabil. Detta leder till
standiga flyttar mellan skolor, vilket paverkar redan idag en méjlighet att som vuxen
kommain i samhéllet pajamlikavillkor. Det har & en segregation som befast
generation till generation och det fortlOper om inte samhdllet tar sitt ansvar foér den
situationen som vi har i dag. Darfor tanker jag att en kartlaggning av de historiska
ofdrrétterna och en ursékt som ar kopplad till dem kan méjligen vara ett forsta steg
infor en forsoningsprocess.

For den processen ser jag tre saker som ar viktiga: dels med delaktighet med romer
definiera de problem som finns idag och som pa olika sétt kan kopplastill tidigare
oforratter. FOr det andra sa maste vi 6ka medvetenheten hos majoritetsbefolkningen
om den kopplingen som finns mellan dagens situation och de som har varit, alltsa
beskrivningen av historien och dagens situation. Men inte bara genom att vi tar fram
en publikation i form av en offentlig utredning som man sprider till de redan initierade
kretsarnai bastafall. Utan for reella kunskapslyft som handlar om att man kan se det i
skolans undervisning. Den statliga skulden, det kommer ju kanske att handla om andra
grupper ocksa kanske, inte minst samerna, aven i Sverige. Man borde tain den har
delen i historiebeskrivningen sa att man far ett regjalt kunskapslyft i samhéllet. Det
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tredje jag tanker mig &r tydliga politiska beslut, med uppfdljning sa att man ser att de
verkstédlls. Man ska definiera de omraden dar det kravs tgéarder. Man ska peka ut
ansvariga myndigheter for att astadkomma négot pa omradena. Man ska folja upp sa
att det blir gjort och man ska samtidigt ocksa forstarka det civila samhéllet s att man
har resurser att bevaka fragan. Har har vi en sérskilt problematik ocksa med romer for
att det hér &r ju inte pa svensk folkrorelsevis valorganiserad grupp som man kan narma
sig genom att lagga pengar pa de gangse kanalerna, utan det kravs kanske lite mer hér.
Men det & de delarna som jag kanner att man maste hamed direkt i det har arbetet.

Jag tanker mig att om man borjar med en ursakt och en kartléggning s &r det en
ingang till den hér processen. En ursakt utan konkreta atgarder som baseras pa
samhéllets ansvar kan faktiskt sestill och med som annu ett svek. Om man bara tittar
bakat och hdller sig dar sa kan det i varstafall ledatill att ytterligare diskriminerande
struktur skapas. Darfor tycker jag att man maste vara valdigt noggrann med att
definiera frén borjan vart man vill landa med de har &garderna.

Rosa Taikon

Jag vill anknytatill vad Doug Kropp saom att allalénder & olika. Men det finns
knappast nagralander som har velat ta ansvar for sinaminoriteter. Helst har
regeringarna velat utplana de etniska kulturerna och man har velat assimilera. Vi soker
inte assimilation, vi ska haratt att kla osstill varat eget sprak, vi ska harétt till véra
traditioner. Om jag vill klamig i zigensk drakt sa skajag kunna gora det. Om jag inte
vet var jag kommer ifrén, hur skajag vetavart jag ar pavag. Det & ju det som & var
styrka, var tradition och bakgrund sa lénge vi inte gar éver ndgon annans huvud.

Nér Hitler orerade som varst pa dlhalarnai Tyskland sa fanns det fornuftiga
manniskor som varnade fér honom. Men da sa man "na men den dar lilla korpralen &r
vél inget att bry sig om”. Men den dér lilla korpralen lade manga méanniskor i aska,
miljoner manniskor tog han dod pa.

Varfor sdger jag det hér, historien &r kand att alltid upprepa sig. Vi har i dag ett parti,
jag har namnt det tidigare, och jag kommer att tjata om det salange jag lever, om de
inte avgar. Det & Sverigedemokraterna. Skavi vantatills det politiska anhanget far
stod i regeringen och fér bifall fran regeringen att regera. Da kommer de att utrota
manga olika kulturer i det har landet. Nar man talar om rasdiskriminering, man gar
inte ut direkt och séger rasdiskriminering. Det finnsinga olikaraser, det finns baraen
endaras och de & manniskan, sedan kan vi varavita, svarta, gulaeller rédavi har
olikatraditioner och sprék, men vi & en endaras och det & méanniskan. Vi maste visa
humanitet emot varandra.

Det hér & en jattefin bild som jag har har. Det & helamin familj som &r fotograferade.
Vet ni varfor de blev fotograferade? Det &r fotograferat pa 30 talet. P4 30-talet far
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Amanuens Tillhagen ett uppdrag av regeringen att ta reda pa vart zigenarna bor och
om de & helzigenare, halvzigenare osv. Darfor togs den hér bilden, for att man ska
kunna veta vad de heter, vart de bor, om de & hel- eller halvzigenare. Det var manga
hér i Sverige som trodde att Hitler skulle inta Sverige ocksd. D& hade vi inte suttit har
idag om han hade kommit till Sverige. Darfor att Tillhagen hade uppgiften att samla
uppgifter om vart allafanns. Om Hitler hade invaderat Sverige ocksa sa hade jag inte
suttit har, och inte ni heller.

July Roy — kommentar pa engelska

Doug Kropp — kommentar pa engelska

Tove Skotvedt — kommentar pa engelska
Miranda Vuol osranta — kommentar pa engelska

Hans Caldaras

Jag instdmmer med Miranda med om att det har vart ett noje att fatréffa er och tadel
av erakunskaper och erfarenheter, som jag hoppas att vi alla kommer att fa nytta och
gladje av.

Det hér med sanningskommission och sanning, vad ar det som vi egentligen vill, jo att
man ska sluta skuldbel gga oss for var utsatta situation. For det & precis vad man gor,
man skuldsétter oss helatiden for hur vi lever och & som méanniskor. Att man ser hela
var situation som nagonting negativt, och det & negativt, men var kultur &r inte
negativ. Det & det man vill framhdllahelatiden, att vart sétt att leva, vart sétt att tanka
& nagot negativt. Vi maste jobba for att tala om att vi har varit och &r offer for en
systematisk diskriminering och isolation fran vara medborgerliga och méanskliga
réttigheter. Det behtvs inget mer, for det & precis vad man har utsatt oss for.

Goran Johansson

Jag skulle vilja spinna lite pa der dar med sanning eller réttvisa och vad ar syftet med
en kommission eller en vitbok. Davill jag betona att de individuella beréttelserna, som
jag tror & nodvandiga. De &r sanna for individen och de kan tillsasmmans bidratill en
mer fullsténdig bild for hela nationen av situationen. Den bilden kan i sig pa sikt
innebéra réttvisa.

Pa sikt s3 medverkar alla dessa berattelser, som vi skulle kunna publicerai en vit bok
till att vi jobbar for réttvisafor romernai det har fallet. De som inte vill varamed pa
offentliga hearings méaste ges en méjlighet att berétta under sekretess vad de har varit
med om. Det & vart att publicera. Vi har ganska mycket erfarenhet frén min
nuvarande utredning och tillsammans blir det en sorts narrativ sanning.
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Annika Oquist

En sak som sl&r mig nér vi pratar om det har med hearings och de fragestélIningarna
som vi har att 16sa, safor mig blir det lite otydligt vad hearingarna ska handla om. Ska
det handla om det som har varit, som bygger mycket pa lagstiftning som jag har hort
mycket om eller ska det handla om det som hander i dag? For det handlar om tvaolika
saker. Det som handlar om lagstiftning som &r historia kan man fa en ursakt for men
om det kommer upp beréttel ser som handlar om diskriminering pa ett annat plan som
pagdr i vara dagar saracker det ju inte med en ursakt, for dar behovs det ju négonting
annat. Det behdver vi vara klara med nar man stter igang med en sddan har hearingar,
vad det & man &r ute efter. For jag vet i den utredningen som Goran leder sa pratar
man om att det maste vara preskriberat for att komma upp dar.

Vi behdver nog ténka och prata om syftet med de héar hearingarna: vad ar det, vilket
artionde, nu €ller datid.

Johanna Mannergren —kommentar pa engelska
Karin Brouneus—kommentar pa engelska

Soraya Post

Jag tycker ocksa att det har varit en valdigt intressant dag. Jag ser fram emot
fortsdttningen av det hér arbetet. Jag tycker absolut att det &r tid for en férsoning. Den
framtid som jag vill presenteratill mina barnbarn, det & en ljus framtid. Jag vill inte
att de ska hai bagaget det som jag har, det som min mamma hade. Det &r det som jag
tror att allaforéldrar vill getill sinabarn, om man &r fattig eller rik spelar ingen roll.
Man vill ge dem en ljus framtidstro. Det kénner jag att man kanske kan géra om man
lyckas med en forsoning. FOr det & vad som behovs, det & det som vi har formedlat
tidigare frén generation till generation.

Vad jag daremot inte tror pd, men hoppas av hela mitt hjarta & att folket i Kanada, att
det |6ser sig efter fem ar. Jag har svart att tro det for effekten efter 500 ars fortryck, dar
alahar varit enade om samma aktion till fortryck, kyrka, stat, kungahus, alla. Jag tror
att man maste ena likadana krafter idag for att kunna forandra det hér. S& man maste
alltsa vacka en opinion, ta dod och rasera den stereotypa bilden paromer.

Jag tror att det & valdigt viktigt att majoritetssamhalle och aven romernai Sverige far
kannatill effekten av fortrycket. Manga ganger sa bekréftas fordomar idag utav romer.
Men de &r frukten av fortryck, det &r frukten av att standigt bli tryckt ner i skorna.

Mr Smith (?)
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Vetenskapen har med rétta kritiserats for sin roll tidigare i historien och &en i nutid.
Det & viktigt att siga det som Rosa har framhdllit. Sanningskommission behover dock
fakta och har spelar vetenskapen givetvis en viktig roll. Vi pa Stockholmsuniversitet
planerar att forsoka halla en vetenskaplig konferens. Planeringen &r rétt 1angt
framskriden, den sker delvis oberoende av den har kommissionen, det & nog viktigt
att halla det i bakhuvudet.

Men vad jag vill saga &r att jag tycker att det & valdigt viktigt att allafaktai malet inte
ar kanda. Jag tror att det finns mycket att lyfta upp, understka och fa fram. Men det
viktiga &r for att undvika de misstag som vetenskap gjort tidigare &r att forskning och
konferens sker i samarbete med romska organisationer. Det & en helt avgdrande och
central punkt.

Charles Westin

Jag tycker att vi forefaller ganska dverens om att vi skata och blottlégga historien som
en avstamp for en béttre framtid. Da ska jag hanga pa det som Annika pratade om, jag
tror namligen inte om att man i en sadan process kan hoppa dver nuet. Datror jag att
mitt svar paen sak som vi maste géra nu, som du fragade om Maria. Det &r att vi
maste se pa hur vi ska hantera det. For historier som beréttas i nuet maste hanteras som
det de ar, en diskriminering som ska bestraffas, ett brott som ska bestraffas och
utredas. Darfor satror jag att klargora hur vi ska hanteranuet & en av de viktigaste
fragornainnan vi tar nasta steg.

Mats Delan

Barafor att fyllai det som Charles sa, jag hjélper Charles med att arrangera vad som
forhoppningsvis blir en valdigt bra konferens pa Stockholms universitet. Men det &r ju
saocksa att vi kan saga att vi har fakta och vi vet definitivt om diskriminering och
forfoljelser genom arhundradena. Men den forskning som finns &r fragmentarisk, det
finns stora luckor och det & skiftande kvalitet. Vi kan inte ens garantera att var
vetskapliga konferens kommer att ledatill mer forskning i Sverige. Vi har en situation
dar Norge genomférde stora forskningsprogram i slutet pa 90-talet, Finland har inlett
det nu. Jag undrar om vad vi skulle behdva ar en riktad satsning ocksd, att man
atminstone sager det innan man sager att vi har allafakta.

Rosa Taikon

Jag vill anknytatill vad Soraya sa har, att vi maste se fram emot en framtid dér véra
barn ska slippa upplevavad vi §alva har gatt igenom. Det & en 6nskan. Men sedan
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vill jag ocksa anknytatill vad Goran sa, allatalar om att vi maste ha fakta om vi ska
presentera det hér for en sanningskommission. Nér det géller fakta sa finns det en
otrolig massa fakta bade bland andra romer och hos mig sjév. Jag har under fyra ar
arbetat med att beskriva en romsk 70 &rig historia, med bilder och fakta som skulle
behdva publiceras.

Eftersom att jag har anklagat Bonnier for rasism och fordomar sa har de tackat nej.
Men vad man Onskar hér &r att det hér som vi har samlats hér om nu ska kunnabli
stadfast pa sa sétt att det nar ut till varapolitiker. Sa att de kan granska vad det &r vi
haller med har, manniskor som kommer [angt ifran andra léander som visar pa samma
diskriminering som indianer och andra kulturer varit utsatta for. Det borde finnas en
mojlighet i ett demokratiskt samhélle att detta ska kunna sanktioneras pa hégre niva
Jag tjatar helatiden om att vi maste bearbeta politikerna. For vi tycks ju allavaraense
hér om vad vi tycker.

Fred Taikon

Nu har ju de flesta riksférbunden |amnat lokalen. En fréga kom ju ifran Maria, hur ska
detta forankras hos romer? Ingen har tagit upp det hér utan man har helatiden talat om
processen och hearing. Men jag tycker att det har ar valdigt viktigt att man maste
forankra det har hos romerna, fér har ni inte romerna med er da blir det ingenting. Inte
ett dugg, ni kommer fa romernaemot er.

Hur ska man bast gora det har da? Man skulle kunna arrangera konferenser for romer
genom de olika riksférbunden. Informationskampanjer maste till, SVT bor frigoratid
for romska nyheter. Vilket det & en absolut avsaknad av. Det finns nu en mojlighet, vi
har fétt kontakt med utbildningsradion. De har tagit till sig att man ska borja arbeta
med romerna. Nasta sak som ska goras ar att man tar upp samtalet pa nytt med SVT
som bland annat frigor tid for att fa romska nyheter upplasta. Pa det séttet skulle man
kunna engagera romerna pa ett mycket ndrmare och béttre sétt. En
informationskampan;j i det har det & vad man ska satsa pa forst och framst, gor
ingenting bakom deras rygg. Jag tror inte att det & manga som har vetskap om det har,
jag férsoker genom tidningen men det récker inte.
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Transkribering av anféranden och inlagg som hdlls pa
engelska

Miranda Vuolasranta, vice Chair of the European Roma and
TravellersForum, ERTF:

The situation in Europe and Human Rights

Into Europe thousand years ago, aready 1334, the first legidative instrument was
created by Winfred Queen Isabella and Ferdinand in Spain, which was declaring
Roma as unlawful to be deported and discontinued more than 600 years. In Romania,
Roma was kept as slaves more than 400 years. We had used to learn that slavery was a
reality in America or in Africa, but actually slavery has been formally existing in
Europe several hundreds of years. Thisis again one of the facts, which the mgjority all
over the Europe are not familiar with. Roma has a shameful history and Europe has a
shameful history of repression and violent atrocities against the Roma and this has of
course left scars in the Roma communities as well. There have been little in the way of
official recognition of these cruelties, only meager reparation and minimal apologies.
The recent decision to establish a memoria in Berlin in respect of the Roma victims
during the Nazi erais a welcome exception to this norm. The Roma are the only Pan-
European minority and the estimates and facts about the quantities, the figures of them
are different very much. We could say that Roma are afraid to be recognized still
today as Roma. Why? Because they are not accepted. The racially loaded ideology of
a lower race is still existing though we are enough civilized today not to speak
officially formally about it, not to admit it in our presentations or speeches, but if we
compare the situation today and for lets say 600 years ago we remain in one point,
amost in exactly the same situation and that is there hasn't become anymore
information, facts or recognition of Roma as equal citizens in respective countries.

Because of antagonism many Roma have been afraid to display their Roma identity
openly. This is one reason why there aren't any Roma national census because it's
usually much lower than the real figure. The stereotypes, which reduce the voice and
identity of the Roma people must be exposed. We must move to recognize the
contributions of Roma, which they already have made to European societies and
cultures. Maybe not many of you know that one Roma, Romanian Roma originating
philosopher Mr. (inaudible) made about 10 years ago, a booklet for the council for
Europe where he is analyzing how, where and when the Roma when they arrived on
European soil, how they have influenced the European culture. The languages, almost
everything, music paintings, culture and | recommend you warmly to read a bit about
that maybe not many of you know either that the person who has been called as the
father of the European civilization the Spanish, what is his name Cervantes. Yes
Cervantes. He has been called as the father of the European civilization, he was Roma
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related 16th century, but he couldn’t tell that openly, he wrote a book with name La
gitanilla, which is quote and learned by many other writers and in that book he was
describing the life of Roma at that time. This book has influenced for example to the
many big symphonies like Carmen, the Notre Dame, how do you cal it in English,
Ringaren fran Notre Dame.

I’m listening today to this wonderful presentation and it makes me a bit upset as Rosa
was describing as well because when | was listening to her presentation | get reminded
somehow that we had to go on, as| said it is not always easy to go on because there is
not much changes in the atmosphere. The social marginalization of Romain Europeis
almost complete and total today still, but Roma are ignored. The problem has been
place on the political agenda throughout Europe and a number of international
organizations have developed programs for the Roma. For example council of Europe
promotes a specia forum for Roma (inaudible) the European Roma and Travelers
forum while OSCE the office in Warsaw for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights ODIHR is assisting in member countries in implementing concrete
development programs, which we call action plans for Roma. Among the non-
governmental organizations we have European Roma And Travelers forum, which
was established in 2004, have 75 Roma representatives al around Europe in all
council of Europe member states and which is the first democratically elected
representation forum of Roma themselves in Europe. We have European Roma
information office, alobby office existing in Brussels.

We have the Roma education fund. We have Open Society Institute and the Roma
(inaudible) which is working mostly in the eastern European countries, working very
efficiently in particular in equal access to quality education for Roma. We have Roma
rights center in Budapest. We have many actors but at the same time as we know and
we recognize what are the problems in particular human rights problems, problemsin
the lacking fundamental basic socia rights like right to free movement, right to
healthcare, right to housing, right to education, right to employment all those rights are
known and | think that we could fill in this room with all those reports, all those
surveys, publications, recommendations, resolutions, which we had created during the
last couple of decades.

We know exactly what are the mistakes or what we lack here regarding human rights
and socia rights. The evaluations of these results so far have been disappointing.
Some of the aid programs have not been well designed and for instance fail to pay
sufficient attention to the crucial need for partnership with the Roma themselves.
However, it is also clear that these problems run deep and cannot be resolved in afew
years. There is no ssimple solution for these. While Antiziganism is atreat to al efforts
to ensure the Roma for their rights, several existing and acute social problems are
interlinked. If you cannot get a job you cannot improve your housing, poor housing
conditions in turn affects ones health and a so the education of ones children. If Roma
children do not receive sufficient schooling they will be disadvantaged in the job
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market and so on. So, we could say that we lack the fundamental human rights. Who
are the actors? We have the international institutions such as council of Europe, office
for European Security and Co-operation, which | have already mentioned here, the
European Union and the United Nations. All these international institutions have
produced during the 20, last 20 years alot of reports.

Council of Europe have even a specialized Roma expert where we have for example
the Norwegian representative here today Tove Skotvedt is a member of thisMG-S-
ROM group, which is a specialist group of Roma experts inside of the council of
Europe. The office for The European Security and Co-operation and the human
dimension, which had their office in Warsaw, they have as well Romanic contact
going, and European Union has as well done quite alot already. The fundamental
rights agency has the national right let’s say conduct points (inaudible) network,

which isfollowing up the discrimination phenomena and reporting annually to the EU
about it. Y ou know, even United Nations and the Commission of Human Rights have
produced a recommendation on the 27" regarding Roma rights, basic fundamental
human rights and also social rightsin particular right to education. In other words, we
have comprehensive programs but we have less implementation, it is depending about
political high-level goodwill and decisions, which are taken by the head of states and
high-level paliticians. Not only by them, but let us say that we need those politicians
like Maria Leissner and some others who are recognizing and admitting that those who
are leading and who are given the trustee position have to take responsibility of those
as well who are the weakest in the society because the democracy appears actually in a
way how the general society is treating the weakest in the society.

If wetell that Finland and Sweden are Nordic welfare states, very democratic view
and at the same time these democracies are ignoring the weakest like Romawho are
less educated and who cannot fight for their own rights as efficiently as others then we
can question the democracy, which we have. Many Roma children remain outside
national education systems altogether. There is a high drop rate among those who
enroll and achievements in general among Roma peoples are low. One explanation is
of course the high levels of illiteracy, which already has been mentioned here among
parents. We have here in Sweden and we have in Finland not even to talk about
Romania and Slovakia and Czech Republic. We have illiterate Roma, a high number
of illiterate Roma. My parents wereilliterate, almost all those who more than let’s say
fifty, sixty years are more or less lacking in the ability to read and write. And thisis
one of the core problems and which requires more analysis based on relevant data, a
clearer policy and stronger actions. It isimportant to recognize the value of both pre-
school and normal school education in order to lower the entry threshold for children
coming from a background where studying has no traditions.

If we know already so much about Romanic rights and the lack in Romanic rights,

why there is no changes. One of the answers to this question is that there is not enough
goodwill and seriousity among those who have the power, and who have the power; of
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course these international institutions have power because the head of states are
annually and regularly meeting each other. They create policies, they give instructions
about against combating inequality, intolerance, against discrimination, awareness
raising but at the same time we are recognizing and we have to admit those policies
are not targeted to Roma. They never reach the root level Romaredlity, every day
reality. Roma have to be treated, as equal citizensin the European countries and the
countries have to protect them as efficiently as other citizens in conflict situations. We
have today here both Mrs. Leissner and Rosa Taikon mentioned it, the situation, which
we are living through in Italy, the situation, which has existed in Slovakia because of
hunger, because of poverty because of unemployment. Parents are going on to streets
and marching asking for food and bread in today’ s civilized welfare Europe. We have
acoin where we have the welfare Europe and then we have the other side of the coin
where we have those who are not capable to fight still today about their rights.

The government and the local authorities have to take the responsibility with a new
seriousity and change the processes, which are not reaching out to Roma. There hasto
be a button up and down processes. Policies made on the European level are not
enough if the national government, if the regional and local municipalities and
authorities doesn’t accept or see their responsibilities. Fourteenth of December 2007
the European Council of the EU decided, made a decision to make a research what has
happened in the EU member countries regarding Roma integration and a task was
given to the commission to make a research and survey and give out the
communication, this communication is actually coming out, we are now in 24", thisis
24", this is 25" okay, this is the day 25" of June when the communication from the
commission regarding the general prospects on how the Roma should be integrated in
Europe will be given out and published. This is the day. We just had a high level
meeting in Brussels where France took over the Chairmanship. The Roma issue was
not very seriously discussed on that discussion. It was taken up, but according to
friends let's say EU political agenda, the issue of Roma and the integration issue
guestion of Roma was seen as a social issue. Of course it’s a social issue, when you
are suffering of poverty and you are a victim of discrimination, xenophobic actions,
violent actions it’s also a question of human rights, fundamental human rights, but this
aswe al know isabit difficult question because we have such countries in Europe and
inside of EU borders as well, which do not recognize any minorities and France is
unfortunately one of those countries. There are just citizens, no minorities, no
historical past, no ethnicities, no cultura differences, no language differences, just
citizens and because of this policy, which is linked with the constitutional act of
France it doesn’'t have a possibility to admit even that they have minorities, which
might have some specific rights. So thisis why | will say that there is a need for clear
national human rights policy and there is aneed for education, media and politiciansto
raise up awareness, visibility and recognition, civics and history teaching of the Roma
existence.
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It is not long ago about one month when we had an annual, very visible seminar in the
Castle of the Finnish President, which is called the Presidential forum once ayear it is
organized and | wasinvited here and | took up an example, which | was familiarized
with and couple of months ago when in one seminar alawyer, a human rights lawyer
in Finland stood up in a seminar when we were speaking about awareness raising,
recognition of antiziganism and acceptance of equal citizenship of all peoplein our
countries. And this lawyer stood up and she said, “I have gone through the highly
gualified and valuated Finnish education system more than 20 years. | have
specialized myself to human rights and I’ m leading one of the national big human
rights organizations today and during my education process 25 years, | never heard a
word about Roma. | never heard or read about Roma not about (inaudible) indigenous
people, not about Tartars not about Jews. | became, | came out from the Finnish highly
valuated and (inaudible) education system without hearing any word about minorities
not to even talk about Roma. | didn’t know how many Sami we had, | didn’t know
how many Roma we had, do they have their own language or any kind of specific
cultural characters, nothing and she became human rights lawyer.

Thisisthe explanation why we're still here today. In the same situation as let us say
50 years ago, there is no awareness raising, Romawas not existent in our education
structures. There are no historical remarks about our participation in our societies and
the schoolbooks, in the majority schools there is no mentioning about Roma because
you are not existent, you are not accepted, you don’'t belong to our society, you remain
the foreigner. Europe should be aware of the historical and moral responsibility
regarding the past persecutions; extermination policies such as the holocaust started it
with Roma and through its utmost to avoid any such kind of political directions
anymore. Regarding the holocaust, | recommend you warmly to read Jana (inaudible)
book “The Gypsies’. He takes up, for the first time actually he was one of those who
took up for thefirst time the past hol ocaust extermination targeted to Roma and very
few knows today still that during the Nuremberg trial after the second world war, after
the Nazi eramany | would say 100s of Jewish eyewitnesses, which was given
testimonies during the Nuremberg trial. They mentioned it within their eyewitness
testimonies that inside of the concentration camps we were together with gypsies, the
Roma. In the end of the Nuremberg trial all the remarks or references made to Roma
as one group of the holocaust victims was removed. Why? Because nobody was
interested to fight for the recognition of their holocaust at that time and the Roma
themselves were not enough educated and civilized. We didn’'t have writers, we didn’t
have moviemakers, we didn’t have enough high position in our societies to be able to
fight for the recognition of our holocaust. According to recent research, which only
started in the beginning of the 19", the archives of Simon Weisenthal Institute and
(inaudible) Institute was reopened and researchers went through quite alot of those
old Jewish eyewitness testimonies and according to those eyewitness testimonies, the
number of exterminated Roma during the Nazi erais not the 600,000 official figure,
which has been recognized by Germany.
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It ismore likely to be up to 1.5 even 2 million Roma who were victims of the
holocaust. What we need are sustainable national integration strategies for Roma. We
need action plans and resources for implementation and we need to be aware about the
grant, which was loaned by the Council of Europe and the European Roma And
Travelers Forum. Do no policies for Roma, do policies with Roma, together with them
because until nowadays we have been victims, we have been objects of policies,
different kinds of policies. Assimilation, slavery, persecution, good willing,
passivating policies, giving welfare support to Roma families, uneducated Roma
families putting them in modern apartments, silencing them down, making them
passive, taking from them the belief that they can survive themselves. They have
abilities, they have professions, which could be modernized and which could fight and
fitin, inthistoday’s modern society. | mentioned it very shortly about this
communication, which is coming out today. The discussion is starting from now on
from today, and this discussion should be encouraged in the national member states of
EU, among the government, members of the Parliament, the members of the European
Union Parliament or the representatives of Sweden, Finland all the other European
countries and of course the heads of states, the high level political decision makers.
We have now the communication | cannot say what will how it looks like because it
has come out today. | haven't seen the final communication, | have seen a draft of it.

The final communication will be discussed during this year and if the national states,
the member states like Sweden Finland and all the other 27 EU member states, if we
are not taking a serious look of this communication, it can remain just a political
communication, but if we are acting and if we are shouting out, if we are demanding
the Roma, equal Romarights, rights, which are not for Roma but which are also for
Roma. We have to do thiswork and | am challenging you, I’'m ending my presentation
by challenging you. I’m asking you to be active to write to your government to bein
contact with your European parliament delegates, to ask them to raise thisissue inside
of the European parliament discussions. There will be on the 16™ of September a high
level conference organized in Brussels where the communication including the
discussion will be presented for the rest of Europe and during this year if the Roma
politicians are active enough we can put thisissue into top high level and ask not only
for communication but an integration strategy for Roma, which should be
implemented on the national levels, which should be resourced into national budgets
even in the EU structural funding because we know exactly what are the human rights
problems of Romain today’ s Europe, what are the explanations not to implement this
is very often not enough of organized Roma collaboration partners or not enough
resources.

Thereismoney, of course of course there is money there is always money existing.
Three hundred million euros has been spent during the last ten years in European
Union for the accession of the new democracies as the members of EU and what is the
outcome? Not a visible change for the Romarights and this is why we need targeted
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policies, clear political directions to be made on the European level, in the EU level,
on the national level, on the regional and local level. Thank you very much.

Domino Kai:

Thank you very much for those words Mrs. Miranda Vuolasranta. We thank you and
also the board of European Roma Travelers Forum for your doing a really important
work for the Roma issues in Europe but also more internationaly.

Mr. Dick Oosting; Europe Director, International Center for
Transtional Justice, ICTJ, Brussels:

What isa Truth and Reconciliation Commission? What can
be achieved —which aretherisks?

Thank you very much and thank you for inviting us at International Center for
Transitiona Justice, and for inviting me to come here and speak in trying to explain
what is a Truth and Reconciliation Commission. But | don’t think you need alecture
on what isatruth commission. | think, what is more relevant and | will talk about truth
commissions, but what is| think called for hereis, to try and figure out how the
mechanism of atruth commission that hasits own, lets say, has found its own
existence in the last couple of decades in particular settings of post-conflict, post-
repression where you look at, at legacies of mass abuse, how that tool, asit were that
instrument could be used, could be relevant for what we' re talking about today, the
Romain Sweden or the Romain Europe or the Roma more generally. | come to this
with, with let’s say more traditional human rights background. | joined the
International Center for Transitional Justice at the beginning of this year, before that |
was Amnesty International s representative in Brussels. | headed its office in Brussels
for eight years during the European union and human rights. In the course of those
eight years, | found it to be rather disappointing isavery, very, isaeuphemism |
found it rather shocking in a number of ways to see how human rights within Europe
can be violated and that ranges from problems around immigration, racism,
discrimination of course what we' re talking about here also the way the war on terror
has been fought and Sweden knows a little bit about that.

In Europe — Europe of courseis arelatively good place in the world when it comesto
human rights, but there are problems and there are serious problems and certainly as
Amnesty and we' ve come to work in the last yearsthat | was there, very closely with
Open Society Institute, trying to focus on the Roma as well and, and basically our line
has become the Roma situation, discrimination, inequality, exclusion is the biggest
human rights problem in Europe today, and that says some thing. Now, how bad it is
in Sweden? | wasn't quite aware of that, of course most of the attention goesto, lets
say central eastern Europe the countries that joined the European union more recently,
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we heard about Slovakia, Czech republic, Poland and so on well, Sweden sounds
pretty bad too. My own country Holland, you don’t hear much about it, but againit’s
the same problem. It isahidden, it is a hidden issue, nonexistence of the problem, it
was the most damming ,damming aspect of it because it precludes the kind of public
attention, political attention, political will to do something about it. It is significant,
nevertheless that in, in Sweden there is now a, a concerted effort through the Roma
delegation to come to grips with that. It isreally a, a enormous challenge because
having, having sort of trying to deal with it for sometime myself although as part of
the much larger brief within Amnesty International, I'm very aware of what Miranda
set out, the tons of paper, policy report, surveys, the money that is available and yet it
doesn’t add up. It doesn’t add up at the European level, it doesn’'t add up at the
national level and it doesn’'t add up mostly at, at the local level although there must be
success stories as well, but they are the exception rather than the rule.

So how do you, how do you break through that? Can you, can you throw in a Truth
and Reconciliation Commission? When | first heard about it | thought they must be
crazy out there in Sweden because, so truth commissions have been sort of designed
and the idea of atruth commission isreally related very much to trying to uncover a
past of mass abuse or very serious gross human rights violations that is contested, that
isin part unknown still and it goes back to, to, to for example lets say the, thefirst real
truth commission’ s started in Latin America, after the, the, the dictatorshipsin Chile
and Argentina with massive human rights violations, killings, disappearances. They
were designed to uncover that truth and through uncovering the truth be able to do
justice to the victims or the survivors or their relatives in due course. Often that takes
longer because it’ s the Pinochet for example in Chile was still in power for quite a
long time but gradually and eventually the real, the, the, main perpetrators will be
brought to court as well. There will be opportunity and, and evidence to, to do
compensation, reparations, material, financial or symbolic and it will, it will give, give
grants and insights into how to, how to transform institutions, how to build a stable not
just stable society but a stable state, a democratic state, with reliable institutions with
the reliable security system, police, the justice system. That, that is the whole idea of
transitional justice you could say. How do you, how do you deal with, with these
massive legacies of, of past abusein away that is not just okay we have fees and we
move on asis often the case. Then, what doesit do to society and what doesit do if it
is 10,000, 30,000 people are effected, what doesit do? If, if millions have been victims
the most, the best known truth commission was the South African truth commission
that was set up in the 90s after the fall of the apartheid regime and it ran for a number
of yearsand it was, and it still isin many ways the model of how you can use that kind
of mechanism to address a range of issues that the society confronts when, when going
through that kind of transformation and we have to as it would keep things together at
least to the extent that it doesn’t erupt into, into violence and chaos. So that truth
commission went very much on the, on the line of, and of course that was, that was,
that was the situation in South Africa of, of if not reconciliation, at least bring out the
grief of the majority that had been, that had been afflicted by apartheid, not just asa
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system that excluded and marginalized them but aso that prosecuted, tortured and
killed to bring out the truth and too so to as it were begin some, some, some form,
some process of, of healing, of cleansing.

The South African truth commission is, on the one hand still emblematic it is very
much the example to the rest of the world. It is also very controversial becauseit had
and it’ s the only example of the truth commission over the past 20, 30 yearsredly it
have the, the power, the form of power to grant amnesty to perpetrators of, of human
rights, gross human rights violations. This was, this was enforced by the, by the white
regime. They would not seek power, they threaten to create, renew its violence and
reparation if, if there was not that sort of promise of amnesty for the perpetrators and
even though the truth commission in South Africareadly, really laid down fairly strict
conditions to the, the, the judgment afterwards at a time when international criminal
law has advanced very much with an international criminal court and so on is that, that
the truth commission, the truth effort, the transitional justice effort that, asit were
grants, impunity, immunity and impunity to the worst perpetratorsisillegal in fact, it's
not right there must be accountability.

Okay thisis, thisis about legacies of past abuse in the recent past, how does that

trangd ate to, to the situation here. Well let’s, let’ sfirst go through the basics of what a
truth commission is and then | will try and, and sort of relate that to the situation of the
Roma of Sweden and the ideas that have, that have sprung up here and to see well
what can you make of that. I'll just go through basics, what is atruth commission? It's
different ways of looking at the truth commission. I’ ve situated it in let’ s say the
general discourse on transitional justice, which tries to come to terms with the past in
order to build a sustainable future and mind you it is, it isimportant to, to
acknowledge that the past can be suppressed, the past can be, as it were put aside but it
will come back, it will come. In Spain, Spain went through a horrendous civil war in
the late 30s and then 40 what 35 years of, of dictatorship by General Franco, who died
inthe mid 70s. Spain, after Franco’ s death moved very swiftly to a state of democracy
and it is viable and, and solid democracy in Spain one would say in the face of it. The
past was swept under the carpet, but it’s coming back. It is now coming back and it
comes back with very existential questions not just what would happen in the past but
how, how can the state be built on the fundamental s that are, that are so questionable
when it comes to, how it came about. Y ou see, you see it happening now in Northern
Ireland. | spent the last couple of days in Belfast. Where in Northern Ireland, 30, 40
almost years of, of enormous violence resulted and was ended finally with the peace
agreement, the Good Friday agreement 10 years ago and the good Friday agreement
basically said we have had alot of suffering but lets move on, lets move on and now
it's coming back. Thereisagroup that has to advice on, on how to deal with the past
as the enormous amount of activity at the civil society level. There are enquiries going
on, it iscoming back and thereis the feeling more is needed. Y ou need to grapple with
the past and that is | think what, what the truth commission isreally is about. Itsan
effort to, asit were establish a, amore definitive and agreed narrative of the past even
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where you may have very different perceptions and opposing, opposing myths like
you have in the former Y ugoslavia, like you have in the Cyprus, like you have in the
Northern Ireland.

Contribute to historical record or to justice often it is a thrift commissions effort that
paves the way later on for accountability through the courts, through prosecution. Itis
also, itisaso abasisto look at how can we, how can we create appropriate
reparations, compensation. What is the truth commission normally? It isan
Independent autonomous body, in most casesit is set up, you can have a private truth
commission, but a truth commission in the sort of regular parlance is normally set up
by the state in a situation where there has been a past that, that has had some closure
but where it isfelt the state needs to take responsibility to address that past in order to
setup a better future. It is often usually setup by decree or by law with aformal
mandate. It's atemporary exercise, it's not something that goes on forever, you have
to, asit where, make an effort to determine what happened, draw conclusions and
recommendations and then move on, then that commission has doneit’s job.

What does it do, atruth commission? It investigates patterns of abuse, it collects
information, it hears people, victims, representatives of institutions, perpetrators,
media, etc., etc. The first truth commissionsin Argentina were sort of private affairsin
the sense of nonpublic. South Africa broke it open with avery, one could say dramatic
method of televising hearings and they went right through the country and that country
was riveted to the box for weeks and months and years on end, and sort of by making
it public as it where you contribute to hopefully that sort of healing and cleansing
process that is so important that reconciliation objective. A truth commission also
should look at let’s say the broader implications of what happened in the past for the
future for society. | was just talking to my colleagues from Canada about what they’re
going to talk about, the Canadian Truth Commission that isto look now into the, into
the, Indian Residential Schools problem. | was saying well if, if, if it had to look into
that particular problem you don’t need a truth commission because the truth, basically
the facts are known, but how do you, how do you put that in alarger context, what
does it stand for, that thing, and we'll hear more about that and | think that is the key
also when you look at the Roma issue and could a truth commission berelevant. It's
not to find out the facts. Of course there are always more facts to be found, but the
facts are known, the reports are there, there are tons of them, what do you do with
them?

So, why atruth commission and how atruth commission then here in the situation. It's
important not to, not to see a truth commission too dogmatically. In my field, thereisa
tendency to say well, truth commission has to be this that and that and everything else,
there’ s whole books written about truth commissions, how you set them up, how you,
how you appointment commissioners, how you, how you, how you give them, how
you give them particular powers, how you conduct their business etc., etc. | mean
we'll hear from Canada how it took a couple of yearsto setup that truth commission
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for that particular problem. So and it costs alot of money, alot of people so first
contact with Maria Leissner and through her colleague sort of, | gather sort of made
them dlightly sort of taken aback because a truth commission, no it’s not something
you do in a couple of months with afew people but then what’sin a name, | mean
what is the prescription after my sort of initial, sort of, sense of hey, how would you fit
that sort of model on through a situation that is not dealing with a recent legacy of
mass abuse, a society very much unstable like you have after violent conflict; now
Sweden is one of the most settled, stable democratic countriesin the world and yet and
yet, given the facts that the Roma exclusion discrimination, as | said at the beginning it
can be, it can bereferred to or it can called the biggest human rights problem in
Europe today and a big human rights problem in Sweden. | would say anything goes,
if so many things have been tried and have failed or have at least not be insufficient if
there could be away in a country like this, to device amodel around the idea of atruth
commission that looks at the powers that tries to draw out lessons and somehow uses
that to not create new policies because | think the policy ideas are there, but to actually
make them work how do you do that, that’ s the concept. If atruth commission or truth
and reconciliation commission could work for them by all means|let’s, let’s go for it
because we can't afford to, | would say to miss any, any options because so much has
been tried and has failed.

Like we' ve seen, the situation in Canadais not one that fit's a traditional truth
commission mold either. There had been truth commissions in other places that are
sort of very much asit were tailored to a particular situation or event in the past. There
has been and an official truth commission in Greensboro in the United States, atown
in, in, well, I’d say it isin the South where 1979 or 1985 civil rights activists were
killed by Ku Klux Klan and associates, and decades |ater the people in that town felt it
was necessary to, as it were addressed that enormous stain on their town in their
community and they setup a truth commission. Anything goes | would say, but then
what do you, what do you want to achieve or what lessons can you draw from what
has been tried and has failed or has been insufficient, what do you need, what kind of
truth commission do, it can, it can provide the facts right, the facts are well known and
of course there's always more to be had, well, but you can, you can, you can as it
where complete or create a more complete and comprehensive account of what
happened in the past or what the current situation is historical record, the current
situation but then what do you then do with awhite paper in itself that sort of just lays
that out again. | did say that to someone who asked me from Swedish radio what is
the, what is the biggest risk of awhite paper truth commission, it is another effort that
doesn’t (inaudible). So facts yes but what do you then do with it, how do you, how do
you place that into, into the larger, into the larger picture of what today’ s society is
like, how do you create awareness of them that is one of the biggest problemsit isjust
not known. How do you draw from that policy recommendations and how do you
ensure that finally that much sort for participation and inclusion by Roma can be
developed and achieved, how do you breakthrough, yeah, five centuries of
discrimination and marginalization, how do you indeed act and how do you break
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through that nonexistence. Thisiswhere a truth commission should be seen or an
approach, truth commission should be seen as something that is, that really hasto be,
you know, holistic it’s one of those jargon terms, you have to tailor it to this particular
situation, but it also has to take into account and that is the opportunity | think that you
create for yourself if you setup something like this. It is an opportunity to have a
comprehensive and overall approach against something which looks not just at the
problems and the financial resources and the policiesin the political role, but the
whole package and that in particular | would say how you, how you would bring this
into society in adifferent way because that | think iswhat is needed. Often it is called
outreach well, that, that’s ajargon term too, but somehow if you talk, if you talk about
atruth and reconciliation commission for Roma and Sweden | think the truth element
would be that on the facts you actually lay an element of acknowledgement, apology is
maybe not the right way to go about it, we know there have been apologiesin Canada
and Australia, you could have an apology but that could easily be meaninglessit’s
much better to say okay we established a truth and we accept, we acknowledge that is
the reality, the truth of the past and the present and we accept responsibility and we'll
do something with that responsibility. Then reconciliation, who should be reconciled
with whom, you know, | think society needs to be reconcile with itself. It's not the
matter of the Roma and the rest of society, society has to understand more at large not
everybody will ever do that but society more at large would have to understand that
there isthis nonexistent “group in their midst” it isindeed not in a position to make

i’ svoice heard and to, asit where, act for it’s, init’s, in it'sown interest that needs
help but at the same time that can only be helped if it can, if it can be made, be made
to help itself.

How do you create reconciliation, that sounds (inaudible) if you do atruth commission
it needs to be much more than a commission that looks at alot of paper and
(inaudible) writes areport. It's a mechanism, it's a process and it will only work if that
kind of mechanism can be used to reach out into society and through society into the
political sweep because you will only get that political will if it comes from below. |
mean there will always be politicians who are driven and who will act, but if you want
to, asit were, engage the politics of a country like this one and through a country like
this one, the politics of Europe; it has to become much more of a, of a civil society
effort and thisiswhere | would say okay, | don’t know exactly what their, what their
engagement in Sweden is but the Amnesty International, Sweden and other
organizations in Sweden should be engaged because if you cannot engage, civil
society organizations that have a human rights and equality, legitimacy and force |
don’t think you' [l make it. A commission alone will not be able to do that. It's very
good that the media are interested | mean it’s fascinated to see they’re al here.

Let’s see how sustainable that is, that interest. Sure, Italy has been areal wakeup call,
it's already been referred to for many in Europe of what actually can happen.
Nowadays, and Rosa said that much better than | ever can, there's a, there’ sabig
articlein The Economist this week about Roma exclusion so, there isinterest, but |
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think you need, you need more than an occasional report in a newspaper or magazine.
Y ou need more than a European commission communication. | was glad to hear that
it'sfinally coming out today and I’ m sure there will be full of very worthy
considerations and proposals, but then again how, as Miranda said, how do you then
make sure that it doesn’t sort of get shelved with the all the other reports. | find the
idea of atruth commission and maybe you can, you have to come up with adifferent
name but that’s, that’s not the point. The idea of that kind of vehicle that pulls together
all these different elements and triesto, asit were, bring it back into society in away
that, that society cannot so easily sort of turn it’s back on it and that the politicians
cannot turn their back oniit. | find it very, very interesting and worthwhile idea and
we' d be very happy to try and cooperate with that. As| said, the transitional justice
approach, truth commissions, prosecutions, reparations a lot of that doesn’'t apply here,
we're going to prosecute anyone, but the core idea of really finally facing up to a
serious problem that this society has, has had and still has and try and finally deal with
it | think that is very much in the spirit of yeah, always building societies and even if
you have such awell established, welfare democracy asin Sweden aslong as you have
people who need that kind of protection who are still nonexistence you can indeed put
guestions to the quality of their democracy and | hope that in the society like the
Swedish, that can, that can be sort of shaped into awakeup call and if it can be donein
Sweden and that could be a model for other countries to follow. So very, very happy to
be here | hope thisisn’t too much of alecture on truth commission as| said there'sa
lot that you can draw from it. The value of what we found over the yearsis that every
situation is unique but you can draw on all these different experiences and use them
and make something that really tailors. Here you need to do alot of tailoring but it's
worth the effort. Thank you.

Domino Kai:

Thank you very much Mr. Dick Oosting for those interesting words. Thank you very
much. | will pass the word further to Mrs. Maria L eissner for maybe some questions or
discussions.

Maria Leissner:

| think that, let us use the time now, some 25 minutes to ask questionsto al the
different persons who have been talking now and because we didn’t have enough time
before the coffee break so you are most welcome now to address all the different
issues that we have discussed during this morning and the word is free and anyone
would like to ask, (inaudible)?

Speaker?

Thank you, all of the speakers for your good interventions. | have just one question
first for you. I'm thinking about the meeting in Brussels on the 16™ of September
where all the Roma leaders before are going together to present a common statement
or vision at this conference. Isit possible to have an EU truth commission or does it
have to be a natural one or can it be, can it be presented like this conference asan ID



and then take it (inaudible) from the EU because as | see the problem the Roma
problem isan EU problem and it is a society problem, it’s not the Roma problem. |
also wanted to add to what Miranda and what the other said, the fact of this hidden
discrimination and hidden races, and I’'m sure that all of the high politicians are well
aware of this, at this time because not only Roma leaders or organizations have been
loud about this, but still the political will and political stand isnone. | think about
ingtitutions like Fundamental Right Agency, they have in their mandate to fight
antiziganism, it’s not aword about antiziganism, for example, and thisisjust one. We
can seeit everywhere, at al the institutions. There are separate departments breaking
on these, but when it comes to regulations letter, there is never mentioned
antiziganism, for example, and still they have a Roma social problem. Thismorning |
heard on the news that the Fundamental Right Agency gave critic to Sweden, Finland
and France about, how to say in English, how to combat discrimination and how to
punish, the punishment for discrimination istoo low in our countries so can we ask
you of atruth commission?

Dick, before we continue | would like to give the floor to Miranda and Rosa.

Miranda Vuolasranta:

Just avery short comment to Mr. Oosting because he was bit analyzing the, the
meaning or the possible outcome of the truth commission and reconciliation
commission or both then, when you have done this work you have looked in the mirror
and you have the collected past facts of the history together and you have it on in front
of your eyes what about then, what could be done and I’ m thinking about a resolution,
resolution actually, which is clearly recognizing the inexistence of Roma, the existing
antiziganism in Europe and recalling the member states in particular the educational
structures. Thereis an article in the Romarelated latest resolution of EU, whichiis
recalling the member states to take clear actions on behalf of the education responsible
(inaudible), which means the Minister of Education, the whole general educational,
minister in educational structure where shuts truths of the past should be including in
al levels of the curriculums like mother tongue, teaching like general civic teaching,
like geographic teaching where you are recognizing their charts, minorities are
existent. They have their historical past in our country. They came into country in let’s
say in the beginning of 15™ century, they have their own language, they have their
cultural characters such kind of figures, numbers of them are living here and such
existent facts in the schools books, teaching books and the general teacher training
would make a change for the future otherwise if we just trust that we have made some
reports or some truth commission and there is a declaration somewhere, which says
the truth but nobody remembersit then it’s nothing. In my understating, EU resolution
on Roma pointed exactly to the crucial point when it said, the educational structures
on the national member states have to take the responsibility, include the existence and
recognition of Roma and their historical past and passed an existence in the national
curriculums, teacher trainings, teaching materials because in the future in such away,
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we train up a new generation which are fair of Roma existence and which doesn’t
deny their existence or their rights.

Thank you Miranda.

Proscovia Svérd:

Maybe | should maybe | should present myself. | come from the Nordic Africa
Institute which is aresearch institute in Uppsala, which is under the Foreign Minister
of Sweden. | thank you so much Mr. Dick Oosting for your presentation on the truth
commissions. | have a particular interest in truth commissions and of course and |
reorganize the potential that they have on the fact finding and of course having
mobilizing the resources to address the social injustices, but what | would like you to
enlighten me about is how one can extract whatever is good about the truth
commissions and apply it to the Swedish situation of the Roma people here. In order to
get away from this situation I’ ve been following the processin Sierra Leone and |
have also read about the one in South Africaand right now I’'m following the onein
Liberia where the truth commissions have brought up the traumatized peopl e together
but at the end of the day they don’t deliver, they don’t address the social injustices that
they’ ve been subjected to. Now, these are already traumatized people that have
brought that | engaged in a process under the name of Reconciliation on Healing the
nation, which are very important issues, but we want to see that organizations that |
involved in transition of issues they follow up the process and that and don’t just leave
it after they pursued their interests. We want to see changein the life of those, the
minorities or the excluded, | hope that this process, the Swedish process can come up
with a motto or the rest of the European countries, which will, we will sell by having
the Roma people at the center of the process and thereby bring about policies that will
create another generation of the Roma people engage them in the society in a
meaningful way by empowering them with education. Thank you very much.

Domino Kai:
Thank you, very much Ms. Svérd. Please, Tove Skotvedt.

Tove Skotvedt:

Thank you. I’'m on the speakers list later on so | will not, | will be brief, but | only
wanted to agree to Rosa Taikon’s statement that it is a political question and also to
add on thisthat it is a European question and problem. In my opinion I’ ve been
working with minority affairs for the last 35 years on the Roma questions (inaudible)
especialy in Eastern Europe and particularly in Romaniaand what | say isyou have a
huge number of plan, action plans (inaudible) councilor of Europe and now the
European union but you lack the political will at nation level, you also have alot of
national plans of actions and rules and regulations that you see at the national budget
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with lack of money, so the national will, political will for implementation, I’ m not
talking about Sweden but I' m talking about the particularly the result of this that we
have seen in (inaudible) for last years Romania and Roma coming to know where to
beg or to work as a street prostitutes and thisis just smply the affect of the lack of
political will to implement either the international obligations or their national action
plansin other country concerned, thank you.

Thank you very much.

MARIA LEISSNER???

Thank you. | would just like to add afew comments before asking you to answer some
of the questions being addressed. Y ou were basically saying that one should apply the
concept of the truth and reconciliation committee or the process with the alight hand
not being too rigid about it but just use some of the mechanisms worked out and some
of the processes already established and adapt into the situations and thisis precisely,
why we asked you and the other international invited experts here today to listen to
your advice how could we adapt this mechanism to Swedish circumstances. A very
important thing that to say is that, we would not necessarily look at prosecutions we
would not have that function, but the two important aspects of truth commission or a
white book project would be first to establish the facts and even though facts are well
known not the least through the books, and through the work of boiling around the
table and many, many others, they’re well known in avery small group. They are not
known, people like myself who' ve spent six yearsin the Swedish parliament working
with human rights issues and they are not acknowledged by the Swedish government,
so the idea of having an official investigation would not necessarily be to find facts
that were previously unknown to the Roma'’s, but to acknowledge the facts this sender
being actually the Swedish government. Then a so, the second important function of
such work would be to look, as you said, at the broader implications now what do we
need to do with these factsin order for the situation not to occur again and in order to
start a healing process. So, thank you very much for your comments, they’ re extremely
helpful and | also would like to agree with some of the issues being raised about the
possihility to have something on a European scale because the more we look into it the
lessit isanational problem in Sweden and the more you find it is a European problem.

Tove Skotvedt:

Thanks. Well, to pickup from the last point yes, it is a European problem. A couple of
years ago | was in the meeting with the Romano Prodi who was than the President Of
The European Commission and we went to see him about Turkey and after five
minutes, Turkey he turned to the Romaissue and said, the Romaissue that is the real
biggest human rights problem in Europe | mean that was the President of the European
Commission, thiswas five years ago, so it is a European issue, yes. So, by all means a
truth commission type exercise at the European level I’'m not sure because | think the
essence of that sort of truth recovery, endeavor or idea and not as you said to create a
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Rosa, it’s not about the facts, the facts are known but what do you do with the facts,
how do you, asit were, make them work, make them known to reach that into a
society that you cannot do at the European level in the same way as you can do at the
national level, but you can do other things. A resolution by European parliament we
got tons of them and not to say that they shouldn’t keep doing that, a communication
by the commission who knows, a resolution or decision by the joint action whatever
you have all these formalisms by the European council | don’t know you still need as
it were, the pressure from the member states. I’ ve become rather cynical about
Europe's, and particularly the EUs ability and political will to act on something like
this. | haven’t seen it on the range of issues be the most silence fear or the way they
fight terror and kidnap people and no one wants to know even Sweden had problems
with that | think it comes back, | mean you have to do those things and I' m happy to
sort of advice on that because | happened to have been sort of doing that over the last
years now in adlightly different position, but I mean I'm skeptical, but yeah you have
to keep trying, but | think it’'s at the national level that you have an opportunity asit
where break some new ground and here the idea of atruth and reconciliation
commission could be, could be useful. How do you tailor it I’'m not quite sure? | think
it isindeed making the facts into truth that is acknowledged by government and that
sort of forces that political will beyond let’s say good meaning and driven politicians
like yourself with all due respect, | mean | don’t see yet Sweden’s political system
embracing the Roma issue that you need more for that although they have set up a
Roma delegation, but then setting up the delegation could also be anice way of asit
were partly the problem. So it’s, you’ re landed with the baby, you have to, you have to
give it back, how do you giveit, how do you give it back and how do you ensure that
whatever you do is indeed not just another report that ends up on the pile how do you
ensure your point...

Julie Roy and Doug Kropp, Legal and Senior Counsdl, the
Department of Justice of the Government of Canada: I ndian
Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Canada.

Julie Roy:

And many of those children never returned home. Thousands of them died in schools,
you know from neglect or from disease. Y ou know, estimates of thousands of deaths
from tuberculosis or other problems just because they were not properly cared for.
Many students never came home, so many people lost their children. So you can
understand, you know, the distrust that there was. We got around that largely by
making sure that the aboriginal people were directly involved in every aspect of this
consultation, involvement, participation was critical. This could not be something that
would be imposed, decided by the government and then imposed on aboriginal people.
This was something that had to be coming from them, something that they fully
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supported. So we needed to listen to them. They wanted truth as a part of this and they
wanted reconciliation as a part of this. So the idea that this was not just about looking
backwards, that this was not just about coming to terms with the past and history but
also about how to move forwards, forward together and to try to reconcile and heal
those relationships.

Thisisalong list. | won't go through each of these, but it gives you an idea of some of
the consideration that you might look into when you are considering setting up a Truth
Commission or whatever you might want to call it. Y ou need, in terms of the mandate
you need to be clear on the objectives or the goal. Y ou know, is this about the truth,
finding out the truth? Is it about the past? Isit about the future? Isit both? Isit, isthe
focus on, on justice or isit on, on healing, on reconciliation? These things aren’t
necessarily mutually exclusive but I’ m just saying it’simportant that you have a clear
vision of what you want you to accomplish because that will help inform the scope of
the undertaking. Are you going to be looking at the whole period, you know, the
situation in, for the Romain Sweden goes back hundreds of years? Or, you know, will
you be looking at select periods of time, timeframes, select issues or isit going to be
comprehensive over the whole period? Because this will then have implications for
how long you will need, the duration, the life span of the commission. It will have
implications for resources, for personnel, for costs, for al kinds of things. Y ou know,
isthe goal here about education, raising public awareness, which is, in our case, that’s
what it large, alarge part of it was. Like we' ve heard the facts are there for those who
want to find them. Y ou know, but we realize we need more to bring this to broader
public awareness. So it’s very much about, about educating, of raising awareness. You
want to ask about the powers that this body might have? Isit fully voluntary or would
it have powers to compel attendance? Would it be able to compel the production of
materials? Access to government documentsis a critical resource, in Canada at |east,
and the school records, for instance, that we had. So we wanted to make sure that
anybody in the commission looking into this would have full accessto al the official
records that are available. We have certain legislation in Canada that allows for access
to government documents. We also have legislation that allows or that protects the
privacy interests of individuals and this is something that comes into play as well. So
sometimes there' s a balance here of the privacy rights of individuals and | am not just
taking about those who may have been involved in perpetrating some of the abuses.
But we realized in Canada, for instance that if a commission was going to be studying
the schools and the abuses that took place and it was making areport in that report
there may be individuals who were themselves abused, who might not want their
personal information to be made known. And so we needed to find ways to make sure
that those who came forward to speak at the commission, those who wanted their
stories to be told, that they would have the option of allowing that information to be
kept off the record. Y ou know, they might want, feel the need to speak and to
unburden themselves in whatever way they wanted in their own languages, in written
format, in spoken format, in a public hearing, in their community whatever but they
may also choose to not have that information used publicly. So we needed to balance
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those privacy interests. We wanted to make sure that access to materials would be
available but there was always that, those questions of balancing. Y ou need to, would
need to think about whether the commission would have the power to name names, to
identify people and individuals who were involved or is the focus going to be more of
a systemic nature. Y ou know, not focused on finding blame or laying blame but more
on, you know, what could be done now moving forward to make the situation better
and to prevent things like this from happening again. Y ou’ [l want to think about
guestions of evidence and proceedings. Y ou know, these are all the kinds of questions
that you might want to ask. Will the proceedings be public or will it be private or will
there be the option of both? The committees, commissions report and
recommendations you'’ || want to think about the scope of the report in the
recommendations, the nature of the recommendations. Will they be focused on just
what happened in the past or will they also have a broader mandate to make
recommendations about, for instance, the social or economic conditions that, of the
people today? Will the report, will it, you know will it have a fixed time framein
which to report? Would it be, how will, will it be just findings or will it be
recommendations will it be? What about it’ s dissemination? Will it be public?
Certainly for us that was important because our key goal was the education and
awareness raising to the broader public. So if the report just is private and shelved
somewhere that wasn't going to do the trick. So and then how to disseminate that?
What languages to put it in? Nowadays, you know, with modern technology there are
anumber of more options available as well. Y ou know the media but we don’t have to
rely just on the mediaany more. | mean, there is the Internet, there is the web, you
know, things can be made, disseminated much more broadly than perhaps they could
be in the past. And so we were exploring the use of those aternative media, the
Internet, for instance, in both, in how the commission could run its activities? How it
can outreach to communities? Canadais avery, very large country as you know and
the commission will have seven nationa events focused on sort of big picture of the
policy and the programs but it will also have community and regional events and
hundreds of those would be expected and we would, there would be also | imagine
opportunities for people to contribute directly and through chat boards on the Internet
or through postings and e-mails and web cams and all kinds of other use of modern
technology that’ s available. Accessibility again to the report is an important question.
We are a setting up a national resources center which will be staffed and will be
resourced and would be part of the, an ongoing commitment but, of course, that takes
some resources but making this report available and a living testament to what
happened would be important. After the report and the recommendations are made, it
IS very, very important to think about what would happen and what, how to insure that
the work means something and that it has an impact and who will carry that work
forward. Y ou know will it become government responsibilities for the government
need to respond to the recommendations? Will it be obligated to respond or will it just,
you know accept or thank the commission for it’s work and then move forward?
You'll want to have the same groups that were involved in putting the pressure to get a
commission in first place, continue to be involved in making sure that it’'s
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recommendations go somewhere and don't just sit there. In our case we are looking at,
you know, developing, the National Resource Center would hopefully develop
curriculum for the schools, the education would then continue so that future
generations of the Canadian public would be informed of what had happened and so
the commission’ s work would continue and to have an effect afterwards.

One of the core assumptions that we worked with when we established the
commission was the sense of independence. And this was as much objective or real
Independence as perceived independence and the two are not necessarily the same
thing. Given the amount of distrust that aboriginal people have in Canadait was
understood that the commission would need to have and to be seen to be operating
independently from government to be able to carry out its mandate without political
influence. But for various other reasons including economic, financial onesit was
viewed necessary to make the commission a part of the government structure but to be
independent politically and to have its own operating independence and its own
budget. This required sufficient resources to allow for that and it meant that the
commission had to have its own authority over its budget decisions and over its
financial decisions. Thisis something, thisis alesson that had been observed in many
other commissions around the world that the legitimacy of the commission, in the eyes
of the public, especially in the eyes of those for whom it’ s supposed to be working for,
for the group that’s, that were the victimsit’s imperative that it be seen as having
legitimacy, independence and that is often tied to financial independence. Because if
the group has to be coming back constantly asking for more money or if it’s not
sufficiently funded in the first place the perception maybe that, you know, it’s given a
mandate that it can’t fulfill and that it’s frustrated, it will lead to more criticism or
frustration down the road and it would be seen as just an effort to try to cover it up or,
or not to give it the support that it really needsin order to fulfill its mandate.

Some sort of technical considerations that you'll look, you’ll want to look at would be,
you know, how big to make the commission. The South African commission had
seventeen commissioners. When we started our work there was talk that we might
have twenty commissioners. Some of the concern was that they wanted to have
representation, diversity on the commissioners that we wanted to have regional
representation and representation from aboriginal groups, representations from the
churches, representation from government. All of this, we wanted to have
commissioners who had personal backgrounds in history and qualifications that made
them very respected individuals, not in, especially in the aboriginal community but
also in the broader community because it was recognized that the truth commission
would be needing to feel thiswasn't just for the aboriginal people themselves but this
was for all Canadians. And so we needed to try to find people and individuals who
would have that kind of respect in both communities and that kind of a reputation and
legitimacy. We ended up, as Julie said, with only three commissioners and | think
some of that was due to, you know, resource considerations and other things but the
three, they compromised there with the three commissioners would be supported by
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committees that would be representative of, from the former students themselves and
as well they would be supported by regional representations, regional representatives.
So while there would only be three commissioners at the top it would be awhole
structure and organization beneath them.

Some of these considerations relate to proceedings I’ ve already touched on so | won't
go through them in detail. Y ou know it’s, the second one there access to, assessment
of community and victim needs and support this was something that we realized was
very important. Because as people would come forward and talk about their stories,
many of them would be reliving the experiences and that would be very painful and
we needed to make sure that we had a proper health supports, psychological and health
supports for people. Accessibility of the proceedings, the format had to be seen asa
safe place for people to come and speak. We would need to run them, alow people to
speak in their own languages. We would need if people couldn’t come to us, we would
need to go them, so the commission will be, outreaching will be going into
communities. These are the kinds of things, you know, how many hearings? How
many meetings? What kind of meetings? The role of the communities themselvesin
participating and in designing the meetings will be important. Who would be coming?
Who would be speaking? For, as, was it just going to be the former students
themselves? Was it government officials? People who had some involvement in the
policies? People from the churches, you know, who would you be engaging?

Thelast dlide here | just sort of sum up some of what we found to be the main lessons
that we learned from this process. First and foremost the importance of consultation,
of involvement, of participation of the communities affected, the individuals and
communities affected.

For uswerealize if we didn't have that that this just was not going to succeed. This
needed to be as much developed together as possible. This, the ideas needed to come
from the aboriginal groups themselves and from the leaderships and from, and also
from the communities directly affected. And so not just in setting up and establishing
the commission but also in the running of the commission once it starts. The, so
partnership is key there. Expectations, it’s important to be clear on what those are, so
that you don'’t create unrealistic expectations. That’s not to say that that you shouldn’t
have some important goals to achieve but the TRC doesn’t need to be seen asan end, a
final end of, it’s not going to be the solution to everything but it can be agood start. It
can get the dialogue going, it can get the information disseminated. It can get those
facts that are out there more broadly known and it can lead to discussions about what
needs to happen from then on, what the next steps need to be. Legitimacy, again |
spoke about that earlier isacritical role of independence. Thisis essentia, must be
ableto carry out its work without political interference. Financial independence is key
to that. Transparency, accountability, again because of the distrust, the historical
distrust, realize that commission will need to operate in as transparent away as
possible. I've already spoken about resources that the, it was also important that the
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TRC would be victim-centered at all times, that it would be appropriate culturaly,
respectfully culturally sensitive, that there would be provision for health support for
the victims, for the families and for the communities and that we wouldn’t just be the,
to use an expression, pouring salt on wounds. Just making people come forward and
tell their stories and leave at that and not provide some follow up with them and with
their communities to make sure that we weren’t actually making things worse but that
we were contributing to the healing. So those were some of the things that we' ve taken
from this experience. Some of the things we pass on to you but like | say every
country is different, you know, so many of the things that we considered might not be
appropriate consideration for you. Y ou might have other considerations to take into
account that we didn’t but that gives you a sense of some of what our thought process
was and we' |l see they have along mandate, we' |l see what happens when they make
that report but thereis alot of hope and optimism right now in Canada that this will be
the start of a new relationship between aboriginal Canadians and other Canadians and
that we will really be moving, by dealing with the past fully and properly that we will
be able to move forward together into the future. So thank you again for inviting us
and | look forward to further discussions with questions.

....Contribute in a permanent and lasting manner to the, to former Indian residential
school students. | will now turn the matter over to my colleague Doug Kropp who
will, who will talk about the world models exploit and how to establish atruth and
reconciliation commission.

Doug Kropp

I’ll try this one. Can you hear meif | speak through this? Okay, let me know if you
can't and I'll switch over to the handheld. Before | start on the slide, | just wanted to
make a few comments about some of what | heard this morning and some of the
parallels that arose in my mind as well as some of the differences between the
situation here and with the residential schools and our aboriginal people. | found it
interesting that to alarge extent the approach taken in Sweden and in Europe and other
countries that we' ve heard about towards the Roma peopl e has been to deal with them
by trying to exclude them as much as possible so, you know, not giving them voting
rights, not educating them, not providing them with housing etc., etc., in the hope that
they would move away, go somewhere else, disappear. The approach in Canada that
we're still coming to terms with now, with our aboriginal people was to try to deal
with them by assimilating them into the dominant culture and to get, to in a sense get
rid of them, just | heard you talking about how it’s, it’s not accurate to refer to the
Roma problem as the Roma problem, it’s not the Roma problem it’ s the larger
society’s problem. In the same way in Canada, historically we often refer to our
aboriginal people as the Indian problem and ways to deal with the Indians and how to
get rid of them and the idea was to try to assimilate them, if we could destroy their
culture, their identity then they would just become like everybody else and we no
longer have an Indian problem and the thought and the rational behind the Indian
residential schools was that the adults in the aboriginal communities were perceived as
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being beyond helper or it was too late, they were too, their cultures were already
engrained in them and they would not be able to unlearn them. So the approach, the
best way would beto try to get at the children and then if they could take the children
away from their families, from the influence of their families and their communities
early enough, forbid them in the schools, send them away to residential schoolswhere
their contact with their families would be limited, if not completely restricted, they
would be forbidden from speaking their languages, from practicing their cultures, their
religious believes in the hope that and our prime minister in his apology last week
mentioned the goal wasto kill the Indian in the child.

So, while the individual might survive the person’s culture, their identity would be
destroyed and of course this happened to something like a 150,000 or maybe more
aboriginal children over a150 year period, and the affects were not limited just to the
individuals, to the children but of course to their parents, to their siblings, to their
families, to their communities because they, what they didn’'t learn in school was how
to be a proper parent themselves and/or what it meant to be part of afamily or part of a
community and so many of them unfortunately when they became adults themselves
and had families themselves, the cycles of violence that they were exposed to in the
schooals, the physical abuse, the sexual abuse unfortunately began to be repeated as
victims because perpetrators themselves and so many of the social problems,
community problems, substance abuse, alcohol abuse many of these things are and
have been attributed directly to the legacy of the Indian residential schools, and the
policies, and the practices that took place.

So, while this was a different approach in Canadato exclusion, it was till an attempt
to deal with the problem by getting rid of it and destroying people in adifferent way
and education what was denied to Roma people here, education was used as the tool to
accomplish that but one of the similarities that struck me was that underlying these
two different approaches is the same sense of racist or discriminatory attitudes that led
to it and the sense of superiority that in Canada was felt that aboriginal cultures and
peoples were inferior and not equal. So when we, we're now looking at atruth
commission it’s not only about coming to terms with the history and facts and truth of
what happened, but also trying to understand the attitudes and beliefs and perceptions
that allowed things like that to take place in the first place and to try to ensure that
things like this could never happen again. So, that isindeed alarge part of the mandate
that our commission will have. I’'ll turn, 1’1l speak more about some of this later and
we can of course continue with questions; I'll return then to the slides here.

Since the 1970s or thereabouts there have been at least 20, probably closer to 30 truth
commissions worldwide. Now, when we began our own, look at what was, what we
might do in Canada, we did want to learn from the experiences of other countries. We
looked at many of these but we did find that each country had its own unique
circumstances and its own unique considerations unlike many of the other countries
where truth commissions have been used. We heard this morning from Mr. Oosting
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that in many of those situations they are in countries where there isatransition to
democracy, where there has been a dictatorship of some sort or whether they are
emerging from along period of civil war and in our situation of course, we like you
are an established democracy, we pride ourselves on being a democracy and we have
al kinds of laws respecting equality of everyone before the law and nondiscrimination
and yet, you know, we have our own human rights abuses and problems. We realize
that looking around, there were things we could gain from the experiences of other
countries but we realized that there was no prescription. There was no one size that fits
al that would work that we could just, you know, adopt. It would have made our job
easier for you to just take amodel and plunk it in. We certainly looked, we looked at
Argentina, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala. We looked at South Africa of course
probably the best known. Our country of course has some history therein the sense
that an un-proud history, if you will, that South Africa modeled its homelands on the
reserve systems that Canada setup for its aboriginal people in Canada, thisis
something they came. | was interested to learn this morning that the Nazi’ s learned
from you, did some of their work here, their initial work before they instituted those
policies in Germany well we, we also were very instructive and informative to the
South Africans apartheid regime when they came to Canadato learn what we had done
with our aboriginal people putting them on reserves and they setup their homelands.

So now, history has away of coming around, so nhow we were learning from South
Africain terms of what they did with their truth commission and how they were
coming to terms with their past and there were many things there that we liked but
there were differences for instance, Julie mentioned we don't, we didn’t allow for the
amnesty or immunity from prosecution, this is something that we heard this morning
from Mr. Oosting as well. Thisis something that has been criticized in South Africa
with our better understanding now of sort of war crime prosecution and that
perpetrators of severe human rights abuses should not go, go immune, but in Canada
also we realized we being an established democracy, we already had arule of law, we
already had courts and other processes available to usto allow for prosecutions when
prosecutions were appropriate. We have many, many, there had been many
prosecutions, the prosecutions continue for the individuals who have been identified as
perpetrators of physical and sexual abuse against children. There is no intension
through our truth commission to give those persons any kind of amnesty or immunity
if they wanted to come forward and talk, they are free and welcome to come forward
asis anybody to speak, but that would not make them immune from any, from any
prosecution. We also have courts that allow for civil suits to be brought for
compensation and those kinds of activities have continued as well.

So we wanted something, we realized we already had legal processesin place to deal
with legal aspects. We needed a hon-legalistic format, we didn’t want it to be a public
enquiry as Julie mentioned, a public enquiry in Canadais very much alegalistic type
of process. We wanted people to have a safe environment where they could come and
speak and share their stories and tell their stories. For many of the former residential
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school students, their own individual healing process was being prevented because
they felt that they had never been heard, that their stories have never been properly
told and so similar to you the facts, there' slots of facts about what happened, they’re
out there, there’ s been books written but they’ re not known, they’ re not known to the
Canadian public generally, they’re not taught in our schools, they’re not, you know,
myself | went through our wonderful education system | heard this morning,
somebody was talking about having gone through, you know, the education system
here and not learning anything about the Roma. Well, you could go through the
education system in Canada and not learn about the Indian residential schools and the
impact and legacy, legacy of that. Individuals who went to those schools feel they
need to unburden themselves by having their story told, allowing them to tell it in the
way that they want so the truth commission will be very victim center orientated to
allow a safe place, culturally appropriate place for them to come forward, tell their
stories and feel that they had been heard. Their storieswill not be judged, it'snot a
legal process, they won't be cross-examined, they won’t be questioned. The problem
with our courts right now, if somebody want, aformer student wanted to take their
situation to court isit they would be cross-examined by lawyers and in many ways
they would be revictimized by the legal process, many of them would be, you know,
guestioned on whether they were telling the truth and it would, it would bring up for
them much of the same problems and they would relive the experiences and again it
would be avery unpleasant experience to be confronted again by the power, and
authority and abuse of the state. So, we felt we needed a system, some place where
they could come, so that was the sort of genesis behind the idea of the truth
commission.

Now, so as| said every country is different, every country hasit’s own circumstances
to think about, but I’ m going to the next slide. When we looked at our situation we did
look at the other countries, we spent about, | was just thinking this morning it’s been a
little over four years since | started working aimost fulltime on this, it was about two
years of preliminary discussions around the country with aboriginal groups, talking
about what kind of an approach might be appropriate and then another two years of
actually working that out and setting it up before the launch last, earlier this month
June 1%, but before | was involved there were years of studies, reports, | was hearing
about, you know, al of the reports that have been written and recommendations that
have been made in over the years about the Roma people, we had many of those as
well, some of you were talking about what do you, how do you create that pressure,
the impetus to get the government to move on something like this. In Canada we had a
number of pressures that began to build, that made the government feel that they, that
they really needed to move forward on this. We had, there were pressures from
aboriginal organizations themselves, political pressures, public pressures but we also
had these legal pressures that were growing, the individual claims that were being
brought that Julie spoke aboui.
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We also had reports been written, we had an organization called the Law Commission
of Canada, which made areport that recommended that a TRC be set up among other
things. We had aRoyal Commission in Canada that made, which had a broader focus
on aboriginal people generally in Canada, but also made specific recommendationsin
terms of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission for residential schools. We had our
legal associations; there is an association of lawyers and candidate, Canadian Bar
Association, they became active and they made their own recommendations to the
government. Mr. Oosting spoke about the need to generate support among
organizationsin civil society to pressure the government. We also, people put
pressure, created political pressure, put pressure on not just those in power but also
those in opposition so that by trying to work with the opposition parties and getting
opposition partiesto raiseit in our parliament put political pressure and caused
embarrassments for the government and so all of these, as well the media.
Interestingly, many of you spoke about the media has not been supportive in the past
about this or hasignored it, that was also the case in Canada for many, many years, but
the more that, there was a process, arealization that the media themselves needed to
be educated about what had happened and the media began to take a more active role
in publicizing what had happened and so all of these pressures came together to make
the government realize that it finally needed to move. Now, all those pressures may
not be available to you here, you have, you know, different systems, different
considerations, but those are some of what went behind ours.

So what I’ m talking about here is the, you know, the political or the legal context in
which you find yourselves, you know, and again | can't speak to your situation or to
what might be possible but these are some of the kinds of questions or considerations
onif you wereto do a TRC, you know, what would you be looking into, isit part of a
larger package of responses. In Canada, the TRC as Julie mentioned was one element
of abroad settlement package that was reached, that was used to settle legal actions
but also included non-legal aspects like the TRC, it did include compensation, it
included other things and then separately from that, there was an official apology that
was given. You know, every country is different; in some countries compensation is
something that might be possible, reparations, it’s not necessary that all these things
go together. In some countries or that they go together at onetime. A truth
commission can be start of aprocess or it can be the end of aprocess, in our caseit’s
part of a process but it won't be the end either. At the end of it, there will be
recommendations made as to what should happen next, I’m not sure what they will
recommend but you can expect that there will be further discussions about what other
elements need to be put in place, what other programs, residential schoolsisonly one
part of what affects our aboriginal people. There' s aredlization that they are not
sharing equally in the benefits of Canadian society, there are social needs, economic
needs, there are alot of other issues, which I'm sure it would be not possible for the
truth commission to deal with the Indian residential schools, question in isolation of al
these broader social issues but so there maybe recommendations that come out of that.
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We will also be setting up, as Julie mentioned, a resource center, a research center that
would be permanent existence at the end of the TRC. All of the materials and
information that the TRC gathers aswell asit’s finding and its report would be
deposited there. It would be a public resource for everyone to use and hope would be
that this would be available to develop curriculafor the schools, you know, that it
would be disseminated broadly and that it would be there so that, you know, no one
will ever be able to forget or to say that these things did not happen.

So again, it could be a part of something, it could be the start of something, it could be
part of alarger project, it could be, we heard this morning some discussion about
whether a truth commission per se isthe right model, | wouldn’t get too worried about
some antics about words whether you call it atruth commission or something else. We
looked at other models aswell in Canada, | don’t know if you have thingslike this, we
have legidlation that allows for public enquiries, we have something called the Royal
Commission that can be government can set up. Different mechanisms also have
different limits, different restrictions, pros and cons, different advantages
disadvantages, costs can be a consideration; some models would be more costly than
others. We also considered setting up an (inaudible) person type office to deal with
this as one possible format or model, really you're not, you're limited only by your
creativity and your imagination. We did end up settling on the term truth and
reconciliation commission for what we chose, there was discussion about whether that
was the appropriate model and title. The concern was that it would conjure up the
South African model for people because that, it shared the sametitle, but it was felt
especialy by the aboriginal groups that truth was very important, having it in the title
was significant, it was pointed out that their, while this would be in attempt to get at an
official version of what happened and an understanding of the attitudes that led to this,
there would be the truth in the large sense of the word that truth, but that also there are,
there would be 1000s of individual truths that would also be spoken and individuals
could come forward with their own stories. So, truth was an important part of it but it
was not necessarily seen as being just an official truth, you know, one truth that
everybody could necessarily agree on, but individuals would not be challenged on
their own truth, they would not have to prove, you know, like through evidence that
these things actually happened to them. | heard this morning...

Domino Kai:

Thank you very much Ms Julie Roy and Mr. Doug Kropp for the interesting model of
Canada, redlly interesting. We are alittle bit late to the schedule but we will take five
minutes short break now and for those who smoke | will just say nobody are alowing
it down because there is still speeches on the yet, on the agenda. | am sorry. Please be
sharp, five minutes. Thank you,

Domino K ai:
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We will hear first Tove Skotvedt, Senior Advisor at the Norwegian Minister of Labor
and Social Inclusion. She will present a Norwegian experience White Paper and a
composition sheet, and after her there will be a shorter speech from the Swedish
Ombudsman against Ethnic Discrimination, Katri Linna and before the planned joint
discussion we will have a short coffee break because of the delay and after that the
discussion. Thank you. Tove, please.

Tove Skotvedt, Senior Adviser at the Norwegian Ministry of
L abour and Social Inclusion: The Norwegian experience —
White Paper and a Compensation Scheme.

Okay, can you hear me? It isloud enough? Y es? No objections? Normally at thiskind
of ameeting | would have spoken Norwegian because very many of you know
Norwegian and that but | will make it easier for the interpreters. It's easier for them to
trandate from English to Swedish than from Norwegian to English. So first of all,
thank you very much for the invitation. Dear participants, | will talk about the history
situation in Norway mainly regarding the Romani Travelers (inaudible) and the
reconciliation process between the group and the Norwegian authorities. My name, as
you have heard, is Tove Skotvedt. | work as a Senior Advisor in the Ministry of Labor
and Socia Inclusion, and this ministry is responsible for all the minority affairs,
refugees, asylum seekers, indigenous people, the Sami, the national minorities. I'm
also a participant in the committee of experts on Roma questions in the Council of
Europe and as | mentioned earlier today | have been working with minority questions
for the last 35 years and on Roma questions for the last 18 years. My presentation will
partly be based on areport called “ Compensation to Romani Subjected to Coercive
Sterilization.” This report was carried out by aworking group set up by the authorities
and ...okay, now it’s louder. Okay, yeah. Okay, here we go again. My presentation
will be based on the report called “Compensation to Romani Travelers (inaudible)
Subjected to Coercive Sterilization.” This report was made in cooperation with
Romani Representatives and presented in 2003 and it describes the process of how
allegations regarding coercive sterilization were raised, how the authorities reacted
leading to acknowledgment of responsibility, apology and compensations. Norwegian
Roma gypsies they number only 500 persons while the Romani Travelers top of that
number approximately 4 to 5 persons and probably much more but they have no ethnic
statistics in Norway just estimates, and these two groups they are all considered
national minority in Norway since 1999 and thus covered by the Framework
Convention of the Council of Europe and the European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages. And | would like to underline according to their own wish the
Roma and the Romani they consider themselves two different groups and they also
have histories that differsin significant base. The Romani, they traveled within
Norway and they were much more easy to reach by then the Norwegian authorities
while the Roma gypsies they traveled to and from Norway and escaped very much
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larger extent the abuses by the Norwegian authorities. This| will come back to. The
current policy of, when it comes to the national minorities was outlined in 2000 and
these measures, policy measures are coordinated by our ministry. Formal meetings
between the authorities and national minority representatives are held regularly and
thisisto try to keep up with Article 15 in the Framework Convention of Effective
Participation. So little about, alittle about the minority history in Norway, which is not
avery flattering one I'm afraid. The indigenous population in Norway, the Sami, they
were traditionally Sami, semi nomadic reindeer herders and they were thefirst to
know the effects of forced assimilation and racist ideology. Sami language was
prohibited at school, family names had to be changed from Sami to Norwegian in
order to buy land but Sami organizations were strong and the situation changed. The
Sami have during negotiations with the authorities as well as by actions all the civil
disobedience reached the high degree of self-government and the feeling of being
discriminated has gradually diminished. The Sami is recognized as indigenous peoples
and the Sami parliament was opened in 1989. Since then several academic institutions
for and by Sami have been established, al these by State funding. The Sami were, of
course, blaming the authorities for the assimilation policy. However, the process of
reconciliation was and is being helped by the strong Sami organizations and Sami
activists. The Romani were much more vulnerable to the Norwegian assimilation
process and the goal of the assimilation process was to change the culture and the way
of life of the Romani from traveling to settling. And the public explanation was, of
course, to like help the Romani to become part of the Norwegian welfare system. And
the underlying motive was, of course, clearly racist, considering Romani way of life
and culture as inferior to that of the Norwegians. The most dramatic and by some
called genocide efforts was the forced sterilization of Romani. Other measures
included children forcibly taken away from the families and families placed in
working camps in order to train them to settled life. Y ou even have the law forbidding
them to keep horses and all these activities were carried about by a Norwegian
organization called ‘ The Mission Among The Homeless' but, of course, the Romani
they knew very well the intentions of the State and this part of Norwegian history has
caused wounds that have been very hard to heal between the Romani and the
authorities and many Romanies still suffer from the long term effects of previous
discrimination. The other side effect isthey’re very deeply rooted skepticism towards
Norwegian private organizations dealing with minority issues. It is along process to
make up for previous discrimination, to adjust the policy, to admit injustice, to
apologize and to seek reconciliation and to establish trust, And in this process, the
authorities they have the main responsibility. Ten years ago the Minister for National
Minority Affairs expressed on behalf of the authorities an apology for the injustices
and the abuses suffered by the Romani in the past. She also underlined the importance
of the research going on and that she said shedding light on these dark chapters of
Norwegian history. How did this research start? At the beginning of the 1990s people
from the Romani group together with the Helsinki Committee in Norway questioned
the way the Norwegian authorities had treated the Romani during the 20" Century and
they insisted on reviewing the policy from a Human Rights perspective. Therefore the
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Ministry of Social and Health Affairs appointed the Norwegian Research Council to
do amajor research project on possible human rights violations regarding the Romani.
A series of reports were published and a special one was on the sterilizations but aso
the situation of the children and identity questions. So this helped, the research policy
proved the culpability of the State and, of course, that was helpful for the Romani but
on the other hand the role of the State being evident, the Romani felt even more the
reason to look upon the authorities with despise and distrust. It did not matter very
much that other and previous governments were responsible. Neither did matter that
the policy had changed. The policy of the past could not be forgotten in the contact
with the authorities. An apology from the Minister for Minority Affairs on behalf of
previous governments was welcomed by the Romani but considered only the
beginning of avery fragile reconciliation process going on for the last ten years. The
Romani felt the need understandably enough to underline, over and over again, the
sufferings they had endured and the anger they felt and still feel towards the
authorities. The politicians and the civil servants have had and still have to understand
the frustration and be able to listen to the accusations for actions taken by others than
them. The main responsibility lies with the authorities and they must allow the Romani
the time the Romani feel necessary for creating an atmosphere for trust. The
authorities needed dialogue partners representing the Romani. Thiswas a slow and
difficult process. Romani were not used to organizations but used to their family
network. And being a member of a minority organization exposed your ethnicity and
thisisachalenge. In thelocal community a person who is known to be a Romani still
suffers from discrimination. In contact with the authorities the Romani are till, were
and are still skeptical.

(New tape)

...like exempting, exemption from list of names, you usually have member lists when
you give subventions through the organizations, but not for the money because we
know only too well of what these kind of lists and registration might be used for, but
while confidence was built between the board of the organizations and the authorities,
they were trust and skepticism between the board and the members of the Romani
group. Was the board really acting on for the best for the Romani or would they be
fooled by the authorities, clear mandates have to be given from the members to the
board, negotiations between the board and the authorities have to be checked by the
members over and over again.

Since sterilization was one of the most serious parts of the violations towards the
Romani and the most difficult obstacle to the reconciliation, | was going through some
details, due to their allegation of forced sterilization, as | said, a particular subject was,
a particular subject of study was founded in 1995 and the project report as | also
mentioned called sterilization of Romani (inaudible) a historical study of Law and
practice 1934 to 1977 was presented.
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During these years described in the study, the ideology have been to make the
travelers renounce of their traditional way of life and turn them by force into certain
regions. Here it is the contradiction by Romani traveling within Norway were
subjected to this and the Roma migrating from Norway were not affected by
sterilization. Why did some Romani women apparently agree to sterilization without
really wanting to? In the medicals sphere, Romani women often faced situations where
they were not given adequate information related to their medical condition. They
were not involved in the decision-making process concerning their treatment or they
were treated as objects instead of clients. They might also have felt forced to agree of
the fear for the children taking away from them. This threat was usually used if you
did not agree to be trained for settling family life, or the children could be placed in
Norwegian foster homes or orphanages, but summing up all these various measures
they all were suited for the intension of wiping away the Romani culture and way of
life. What about the number of persons or women sterilized; their report states, this
may indicate that more than 330 Romani women were sterilized outside of the
sterilization act. If you add these to the number of interventions with statutory
authority this means that over 300 Romani women may have been sterilized from
1930 to 1970.

| will talk alittle bit about the compensation. Of course money cannot compensate for
lost lives and irreversible sterilization and broken family ties and lives ruined by
racism and opportunities are not remedied by some money, but this being said
compensation does, however, represent for the Romani a sign of reconciliation. So in
corporation with the Romani, guidelines have been setup for individual and collective
compensation and this system in the ministry was done in the ministry or labor and
socia inclusion. Thiswas a very serious and difficult work because very many

Romani had and still have problemsto deal with the emotions attached to discussing at
avery private and person level. At the same time, certain subjects like the female body
and sterilizations are delicate questions. All this combined with the effort to estimate
sums to compensate for atrocities was almost an impossible task; still the working
group presented the report | mentioned earlier, used as background material for
individual compensation. | will mention briefly the individual and collective
compensation. A report published in 2004 states the outline for this compensation
scheme called a compensation scheme for war children and compensation scheme for
Romani people, travelers and (inaudible) who have received deficient education.

So there were severa groups and the compensation through the Romani would be both
for sterilization but also for being placed in foster homes or being forced to go to
settling camps. The principles of this report was endorsed by parliament in 2005. The
idea with this new rules and regulations were to make it as easy as possible for the
Romani to ask for re-compensation, and | will not go into the details because this
report, this| can explain to you but it was not to have the burden or proof too difficult
to apply for compensation. The Romani individuals, they must seek help for preparing
applications for compensation from a special secretarial setup and also by their own
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organizations and the organizations they receive government grant for this purpose of
assisting people, writing applications, and then last, the collective compensation the
government established in 2004 afund of approximately 9.5 million euro for
collective compensation for previous injustice and thisis supposed to be used for
cultural purposes. The annual return amounting to approximately 500,000 euro is
administered by afoundation. The board of the foundation consists only of
representatives of Romani organizations. The authorities, they have one member, but
without the right vote and this was a very clear condition set by the Romani
representatives to organize this work.

| was asked to be brief and | think | managed, | will conclude now Mr. Chair. To
conclude this overview, what happened in Norway, | would sum up as follows. The
Norwegian experiment, no experience has shown that we need governments ready to
meet allegations with fact-finding investigations. We need governments to
acknowledge wrong doings and plead guilt, we need governments to apologies, we
needed to qualify Romani as dialogue partners, we need time and patience to take
sufficiently small steps to reach reconciliation and we believe such aprocessis
necessary in order to reestablish confidence and create an atmosphere of trust. | will
like to add because | see that the next speaker is mentioning that you’ll not only have
to excuse but | have to follow up and | would like to mention something regarding the
Roma because they were not to the same extent exposed to these abuses, but they have
been, as mentioned earlier, they have been excluded from the Norwegian Society and
that’ s not a part of | would say neglect more than assimilation.

So now a plan of action is now being worked out by the Norwegian authorities, that
was just to add the latest event, thank you for your attention.

Domino Kai:

Thank you very much Mrs. Tove Skotvedt and | do really apologies because of the
lack of time. We will follow the Norwegian coming action plans aso for the Roma
groups in Norway and we have already discussed alittle bit earlier so we will give our
thoughts to you what we can in the future. Next speaker on the agendais Mrs. Katri
Linna, the Ombudsman against Ethnic Discrimination, Prerequisites for Redressto
View of the DO, please Katri.

Katri Linna — speaks Swedish
Domino Kai:
Thank you very much Mrs. Katri Linna, Ombudsman against Ethnic Discrimination

for those words. There is one person Mrs. Rosa Taikon but | will give you the floor
very shortly, before we take a coffee break for 15 minutes.
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Rosa Taikon — speaks Swedish

Domino Kai:

Ladies and Gentlemen, so we shall continue with the program again. We will have a
few questions about Canada and Norway, where al of you in this room can, if you
have some questions for the guests, so they will answer your questions and | would
first like to ask all of you who are sitting next to the walls to join the inner circle now
since there is more free seats, please. So, the floor is open for afew questions, please.

Discussion in Swedish

Thank you (inaudible) for that. | will give the floor to one man, one question more
before you can answer and there is a reason why, because (inaudible) has to go out
very soon before starting the working discussion, which Maria will lead, but Mr. Fred
Taikon please your question.

(Fred Taikon — Swedish L anguage)

Thank you Fred. So please, if we start with Tove to answer the questions, which
Suraya Post raised and then we go further to Canada and then Tove again.

Tove Skotvedt:

First the question from Soraya Post, yes it was the representatives from the Romani
(inaudible) demonstrations in Norway that started the discussion and they used
strategically enough; they started with representatives in the parliament, interested in
the situation of the Romani and there the representative asked in 1995 how the
government felt about the compensations for ethnic abuse. Then parallel to this the
Romani organization also contacted directly the minister responsible for these affairs.
This combined with the research result on standardization question led to this working
group where the Romani organizations were participating, concentrating on
stabilization first and foremost and then secondly they asked for a special, a special
compensation scheme because their normal so called regular compensation schemes
for (inaudible) compensation scheme that is belong, belongs to the parliament actually
and for various situations, but difficult to apply and so then instead of having a special
scheme you adjusted the existing scheme, but that was just the process when it comes
to role of the Romani representatives. Does that answer your question? Okay, thank
you.

Julie Roy:

Okay, so hello (inaudible) | guess I'll start with your second question regarding my
reference to the churches. When | mentioned the churches, it is important to note that
the churches were involved with the government of Canada for the operation of Indian
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residential schools, so when | mentioned the involvement of the churches as outlined
in my map, that | showed of Canada, there was a joint operation of the schools and as
a result of that it was important to involve the churches in the negotiations of the
settlement agreement in order to get their perspective and also it was important
because the students who attended these schools, who they saw were the church
representatives in the sense they saw the nuns and the priests and they had direct
contact with people in religious organizations. So it’s, it was very important to involve
the churches in the negotiation and have them aso involved in what | cal
reconciliation because of the apparentness of the religion in the schools because of
course these schools, as | mentioned, not only was, was not only to educate them, but
also, it was aso to, like Doug mentioned, assimilate them into society and that
involved having them join or become part of our religious organization that is
recognized predominant in Canada, which is primarily Catholics at the time. So that is
why the churches were involved in the negotiation of the settlement agreement and
also for the truth reconciliation commission we also wanted to have the churches
involved in that because of healing and reconciling with the aboriginal people, so we
wanted to get the churches involved with not only the government to ensure that there
isafull sense of reconciliation in healing with aboriginal people because alot of the...
Unfortunately a lot of the abuses perpetrated on the children were from people who
were part of the religious groups. So that was, so although the government was not as
apparent in the operation because it was primarily funding these schools and the
religious organization was, in the forefront it was important to get them involved, so |
hope that, that answers your question and clarifies the roles of the churches with
respect to Indian residential schoolsin Canada.

With respect to your first question about what is truth, | have had many people ask me
that question when they realize my involvement because I’ ve been involved with the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission for the last two and half years and I’'ve been
doing it practically fulltime, so | get that question asked a lot about what is truth. The
way the Truth of Reconciliation Commission was designed, it was designed to have
people, as Doug mentioned, having former students come and tell those stories and
that is part of healing. It also gives the commissioners of the commission an
opportunity to hear what happened at these schools, but also one another important
element to is it not only invites former students to attend, to tell their stories, it aso
invites people who worked at the schools, the people who are part of the churches,
who attended, who ran these schools, also invited to come and tell the stories, so the
hope is and so in addition to that is the records of the Indian residential schools and the
letters are primarily held by the churches, so the churches kept very detailed records of
what happened at these schools and who attended them and so and so forth. So it’s, the
hope is that by having representative of the church and people who were at the schools
or worked at the schools and religious peoples in addition to former students telling
their stories, the hope is that with all that together the commissioners will be able to
get a full picture of what happened in residential schools. The hope is that by doing
that “truth” will come out because there is all perspectives in there. You have the
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church, the former students and you also, it’s also open to anybody who was suspected
at the schools and including people who worked in governments. So the hope is that
by having everybody come and tell the stories to the commissioners and the
commissioners having access to all these historical documents and records that they
will be able to, to determine and write the history and the truth of the Indian residential
schools and that’s, | hope that answers your question.

Speaker?:

Just arepeat, it’s not the question exactly to you Julie about what is the truth. 1t’s only,
it might be, my speech started like this, what isthe truth, it's anot question to you, but
the Canadian Government accepted the churches to be involved in this work.

Julie Roy:
Yes, that's correct.

Doug Kropp:

| would just add a couple of thingsto what Julie said. Yesit wasn't, it wasn't just a
guestion of the government accepting the involvement of the churches, but that the
involvement of the churches was seen as an essential element because of their very
large role in the history of the schools because as, if you think about it in the history it
was the Government of Canada and their desire to assimilate the aboriginal people
along with the churches desire to Christianize and to expand and that made for an
aliance, if you will, each saw in the other an opportunity to work together, so the
Government of Canada provided the funding for the schools and the churches did the
day-to-day running of the operations of these schools and the residences for the most
part that’s how it worked. The churches, there were three main churches in Canada
who were involved, a couple of other smaller ones, but the main churches were the
Catholic Church, United Church and the Anglican Church of Canada.

So any attempt to come to terms with the legacy and history of IRS in Canada
necessarily would need a government participation and church participation along of
course with aboriginal people and former students so it’s a very much, but | would say
even if they had not been involved as perpetrators if you are part of the problem they
may well have been part of the solution as you have suggested and as we heard earlier
when we talked about the need to engage all partners in civil society who maybe be
supportive of your goals, | mean if, | don’t know of the situation here but if the church
isin Sweden do that, have that kind of a social justice ministry as part of what they do,
you may well find groups there who can work with you to create the kind of pressure
that you will need. So, you know, by all means, if that's, if that’s an option open to
you, you know, | would agree. On the question of the truth, | know that wasn't a direct
guestion to us, but it's a fascinating one that comes to mind, you know, what is truth,
IS yours the same as mine, you know, that sort of thing, truth, a truth, the truth versus,
you know, multiple truth. As we said, the Commission will be exploring both of those
senses of what means to be true and I'll paraphrase something that a Canadian
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philosopher and writer and now a Member of Parliament, Michael Ignatieff said he has
written about this area, when he was talking about, you may not be able to, so the
thing about truth commissions, they may not ever redly arrive at the truth, you know,
or we might not agree on what the truth is, but what we can do is, we can limit the
range of permissiblelies.

Right, so in other words it will no longer be acceptable to say certain things or to give
a history, to paint history in a certain way or to ignore certain realities and certain facts
and certain history and so if the, if your commission can accomplish that it would have
gotten as close to the truth as anybody could. There was a question about the fear in
communities and, you know, some of that | guess stems from the distrust and the
history and the legacy of dealing with the government in ways that, that has only hurt
them, of course we had, you know, very similar reality with aboriginal people, we did
not, we did not go to the aboriginal groups with thisidea of the truth commission or of
the other aspects of the package, the resolution package that we developed. This very
much originated from the aboriginal groups and sounds, and then through partnership
and collaboration working with them and working with the churches and working with
as many groups as we could within society, we arrived at the resolution we did, but
that’s not to say to that they don’t remain, that they weren't throughout that process
and don’t remain till today, dissenting voices, concerns, individuals and groups who
are skeptical, who are even critical, who feel that for them, there has just been too
much pain, too much sufferings, too much history, that there is nothing that can be
doneto set it right, it’stoo little, too late, that it, you know, they’ re not the majority by
any means, but they are a voice, and we have had to acknowledge that voice, that’'s a
perspective, you know. We have freedom of the speech in Canada and, you know, we
need to allow people to express their concerns. We can understand why they would
have that, given the history and the legacy and how they’ve been treated by the
government in the past, but we have, you know, tried to encourage, and the aboriginal
groups have worked extensively in their communities with their people to try to, you
know, make sure that it's understood that this is an initiative that is not coming, you
know, from the government down, that it’s not ill will, that is not going to be used for
some other purpose that it struly, it iswhat, what we say it is, and that we have certain
protections in place, | mentioned earlier about privacy protection, health support
programs. There'll be opportunities, al of the programs that you see will have to be
culturally sensitive programs will be made available in local languages. There will be
as many efforts as possible to make groups feel and individual feel welcome and safe
and providing a safe place is part of this to make sure that we don’'t re-victimize
people or don’'t perpetuate the harm that has been done in the past and cause them to
continue to fear in distress.

Just related to that, there was the question about the risk of backlash. | forget who
asked it but, you know, is there not a danger that, if we, if you force the government to
apologize or force the government to do something or to give compensation or to give
(inaudible) to see that those elements in society might not be supportive, may increase
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their level of intolerance and discrimination against the Roma people, that’s a reality
that we were aware as well. | guess there’ salways arisk, | mean because we recognize
that there are attitudes that continue, but that the goal at least in our case of the TRC
was educative and to raise awareness and to, if we're successful, it will, it will make it
less acceptable in society for people to have those views or at least to express those
views or to act on those views and the media as well is playing a role in Canada, it's
part of that educationa process. Our national media announced a couple of weeks ago
that the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation that they will be covering the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission hearings and activities throughout its mandate. They have
been launching long programs, several evenings in a row running on different aspects
and it's all part of raising the public awareness so that, you know, if there is
unfortunate instances of backlash that society will condemn those and it’s part of that
learning dial ogue about moving looking forward but there' s no assurances.

Tove Skotvedt:

Fred, you asked the question about the Roma and whether or not they could get any
compensation, if | understood you right, yes. Because, as | explained earlier, there was
a difference between the Romani, (inaudible) and the Roma Gypsies. The Roma
traveled in Norway and it was that visible practice that the authorities wanted to stop
and it was the Romani who were forced, | mean exposed to forced sterilization
through these working camps, whereas the Roma, they were not, which means that
they have not been exposed to these abuses and those not asking for compensation for
those reasons, yes.

Domino Kai:
Thank you very much for this. | will give now the floor now to Mrs. Maria Leissner.

| would just like to say that if we could continue with the closed session for about half
an hour because unfortunately then a couple of us will need to rush and after that |
know Rosa would love to be able to show her beautiful silver jewelry, but first of all
let me thank you very much, the media is now leaving, for your kind attention during
the day and | propose that we move on. (inaudible) | propose that we move onto just a
summing up, and let us just sum up before everyone leaves. Yes...

Swedish Language

Domino Kai:
Okay, I'll give thefloor first to Mrs. Miranda.

Miranda Vuolasranta:

Thank you, it has been a realy interesting day. In particular, the afternoon
presentations, Dick Oosting and Julie Roy, Doug Kropp, Katri Linna, Tove Skotvedt
all of your observations have been really interesting and | think at least I’ ve learned as
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well | had the opportunity to maybe give something. Well, in particular | felt when |
heard Dick, no Julie Roy and Doug Kropp | recognized that we had in Finland
precisely the same experience regarding Roma Children who had been taken away by
church bound organizations in order to make them good Finnish Citizens and
assimilate them about 25% at that times Roma Children was taken away and it
concerned about 1000 Roma Children and a big amount of them have committed
suicide because they didn’t, they were not alowed to speak and they never got the
opportunity to get healed or that anybody would listen to them. I’ ve been one of those
in Finland who have taken the risk and lift up this issue in publicity and until today it
has been not so easily to say that that | have (inaudible) about my courage in this
issue, but I'm, I'm looking forward to get re-conversion of your report and maybe get
it trandlated into Finnish, so that we could maybe use it aso in our processin Finland.

| have a question to you how important you will see the role of the education taking
into consideration that the education, schooling has been used as a tool to assimilate
and now you mention it that you would like to infiltrate the results and
recommendations of your truth committee to the general education and curriculum
systems in order to make vice versa, the other hand side of issue, make people fear
about the past and this is one of the answers also to Maria's question what should be
done. I am quite confident that fact finding would mean that you would collect
chronologically and individually the historical facts of the Swedish Roma, whatever
groups they are, and then | find it very good to organize these hearings, big joint
hearings, but also give a possibility to people who are not able or willing to tell their
stories individualy. It might be difficult, it might take time, but there are a lot of
Roma people, which | learned thisis from my own experience from Finland, who have
such personal individual stories that they’'re not able to talk about them in public
situations, but which might be of great importance when building the whole truth of
the history past.

The written report of course to be left to the government is really important. | think
your work here is not the closing and its suppose not be a washing hand, but its
supposed to be an opening as you yourself was looking on it, that you take the first
step and you leave it to the government and that will naturally be followed with the
seven steps, which would be reconciliation, maybe compensation, whatever kind of
compensation should be then clarified afterwards. Political reform, | see myself as a
larger much more larger thing, which could be at least mention it though it's another
let’s say kind of approach. | mentioned it this morning when | held my presentations
that, presentation that the, the European Council, EU, has made in their December
meeting conclusions. European Council is the strongest decision making body in
Europe, which means it’s another thing done if a parliament is discussing and making
a resolution as Dick Oosting said, “Resolutions are also one thoughts, a good
direction, wishes, which might not be listened at all” and which is the case with Roma
issues mostly. If the European Council is doing aremark in its final conclusions, as it
has now done, it can lead to more committing approaches and they said actually that,
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and | would like to read a couple of lines just because | think my next proposal will be
lined with your truth commission. That the conclusion said, “The European Council
welcomes the results of the European year of equal opportunities for al and invites
member states through strength and efforts to prevent and combat discrimination
inside and outside the labor market.” In this connection, the European Council is
conscious of the very specific situation faced by the Roma across the union, invites
member states and the union to use all means to improve their inclusion. To this end, it
invites the commission to examine existing policies and instruments and to report
through the council on progress achieved before the end of June 2008, which means
25" of June is today, but this article continues by saying, in Article 15 it states,
“European Council stresses the importance of involving local authorities to ensure
effective implementation of efforts to promote Roma inclusion and combat
discrimination” and here I'm referring to local authorities, which are the reality
actually.

We might be doing good things, even the truth commission and the results if it's not
well thought in the end it might be as here has been stated already just an end of an
(inaudible) story, but it should be alowed to be that, and this is why | am proposing
that you would include in your recommendation part, for example of the truth
Ccommission outcome proposal . ..

...to create a Swedish national Roma inclusion strategy and weak action plan, which
would be resourced from the annual state budget. They might seek money from the
structural funds or they already actually have quite alot of funds from the social ESR
structural funds budget line. The problem with thisisthat there are no clear directions,
political directions, how the Roma policies reconciliation, compensation further
developments of the future should be implemented, thank you.

Domino Kai:

Thank you Mrs. Miranda. The clock isticking against us, I’ m very sorry to say this,
but I will only give you one-minute period. So make yourself really short because
thereistrain and flights, which people have to get. For those who want to stay alittle
bit more thereiis, after thisthere isthe possibility for that and now | will give the floor
to Hans Cladar as.

Discussion in Swedish

Speaker?

Okay. | just want to bring up one point, which | think concerns criticism that’ s been
more or less universal when it comesto | think all | think, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, commissions and that’ s that, the feedback to the local level has been too
weak. It’'s always been considered to be too distant and not relevant for the peoplein
the local communities and | would suggest that in the planning of these hearings, well,
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right at the planning stage to think about including alocal level at a sort of maybe a
municipal level for example. Especially, if we think about the aims and being
education, acknowledgement and aso change because | think alot of the, the
discrimination today happens in the local communities, at alocal level and then | think
it'salso apossibility to create lots of attention and interest in this, in alocal
community because you can involve the schools, you can involve the police, you can
involve the social welfare system and so on and in that case get very comprehensive
process and it would be (inaudible) right now but it would be interesting to hear about
how you work, the issue of local hearings in Canada, thank you.

Thank you Mrs. (inaudible) and next on thelist is Mrs. Karen.

Karen Brounéus:

Y es, thank you. My name is Karen Brounéus; | haven’t been here before at your last
meeting. | work at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research Uppsala University.
| agree very much with (inaudible) and my comment was going to be on the same
lines. As | have understood the meeting and the very interesting both presentations and
reflections and comments from the participants, but the, the key aim of such a process
in Sweden would be to raise awareness and to educate the majority in Sweden of
issues that many of us have not been aware because, you know, the truth. Y ou have so
much documentation, so to lift this and to make it accessible to many people that
would be | think a central aim of such a process. Then we could discuss what do we
call this process maybe it’s not really atruth, truth commission maybe it's a Roma
Truth Commission, well Roma Commission. | don’t know, but to really to, to focus on
what isthe aim as Mariasaid earlier | think is very important, and just a thought of, a
point that came up earlier about the security risks. | have done research, my research
has focused on the gacaca process the reconciliation process in Rwanda, the village
tribunalsin the Rwanda and they...

Domino Kai: I’'m sorry Karen to interrupt you but conclusion very, very short.

...Okay. There the conclusion is that insecurity as aresult of the reconciliation process
is one of the most critical issues that haunt.

Thank you very much, Mrs. Sor aya.
Swedish language

Mr. Dick Oosting:

Just very briefly; the purpose | think, create awareness yes, but also create political
necessity on the government, | agree with your analysis Mariathat if you, if you go
through a stage of, of review, mapping, testimonies, etc., and report on that you have
to, asit were aim, count on unofficial truth being acknowledged and creating a
political necessity to act but it hasto, to my mind then be brought back down as
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severa |'ve said, and no oneis conclusive obvioudly to the local level and involve the
local community somehow. What is aso important to my mind, and this may sound a
bit, bit provocative now at the end of the day but it should also create a political
necessity for the Romani community itself. Yes, victims victimized, survivorsthree,
four, five hundred years, at the same time the outcome of this process should be that
indeed the voices there, the truth is, isin the open and you don’t need to feel victims
anymore. There will still be, there will still be problems and there'll still be catching
up, education, these things don’t, don’t take three, four, five, ten years, twenty yearsto
break that cycle into the next generations and open it up but it isimportant | think in
that that you create a new balance of political necessity on both sides and awareness of
that is so and that can then generate the self confidence to, to actually be that equal
partner and that iswhat I’ ve heard earlier today as, as may be even the most critical
aspect of thiswhole let’ s say ambition to solve the Roma problem and make it a
society’s, society issue.

Thank you for those words Mr. Oosting, Mr. Sean Smith.
Swedish language)

Domino Kai: Thank you. And next on thelist | will the last word to Mrs. The
Chairwoman of the Delegation for Roma Issuesto Mrs. Maria Leissner.

Maria Lessner - Swedish language

Domino Kai:

I’m terribly sorry because we are suppose to stay until 5.30 but since we give so high
priority to media, we're going to run away and Domino will continue for afew more
minutes. I, | want to thank you every single person who has been here today, our
invited guests who have been traveling very far indeed from the other side of the globe
in acouple of cases and all of you who have been participating from, from (inaudible)
and (inaudible). I, | really do agree with (inaudible) it feels like a historic moment. As
you know, we are not here a decision-making body; we are not going to make any
decision today. Thisisthe start of a debate and a discussion and we all know that we
have herein amoral sense committed ourselves to doing something whatever we
would call it and whatever form it would take that would fulfill the requirements of a
truth and reconciliation process and thank you so much for helping to start this very,
very important journey again.

Thank you for those words Mrs. Maria and now the next on the list is Mrs. Rosa
Taikon.

Swedish language

Thank you Mrs. Rosa Taikon and now Mr. Fred Taikon.
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Swedish Language

Miranda Vuolasranta:

When | was listening the representative from the universities, which lifted on the table
the need of scientific research to continue maybe in another direction than which was
referred during the morning, the anthropological research based on the race
physiology. In Europe, there are three universities, which are now researching
antiziganism and it’'s a very important and interesting aim at the same time it bringsin
the light the past, the historical past, the factual chronological past, (inaudible).
Hamburg University and Berlin University, there are the group of scientists and
researchers who are doing this. So | would recommend to the Stockholm University in
order to be in contact with them maybe open this new guideline here in Sweden in
order to really change the direction from the past race physiology to a new kind of
antiziganism research, which is very needy in the whole Europe, thank you.

Thank you very much for the tip Mrs. Miranda and now we will give the floor Rosa
Taikon and those of you must leave thank you for being here and yeah the discussion
will continue in the future.

(Swedish Language)

| really, really thank you Mrs. Rosa Taikon for this lovely presentation of your jewelry
work and thank you. | just want to say afew last words before we end. | will tell afew
sentences in Romani first.

Romani language

| would like to thank all the guests from abroad, Mrs. Tove Skotvedt, Mr. Doug Kropp
and Mrs. Julia Roy for coming among, and also the other speakers but you come and
made areally good effort and it’ sinspiring to continue from here and I’ m sure that we
will be in contact by mail in the future. Thank you also to the others who have... they
had a possibility to come here and yeah as we say in Romany when we say goodbye or
farewell so | will say in that way but in English. Go with God. Thank you.

Thank you.
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